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Introduction

It took me a while to grasp how he did it...making money on the internet that is.

Casey, my 12-year-old nephew (now 15), is hardly involved in anything that
requires his full focus or attention so it was never surprising to me to see him
often on my old laptop for hours typing away as opposed to doing something
sporty or constructive. Then again, | guess a kid can only be young for so long so
| usually leave him be, especially now since | know what it is he's actually doing
on that laptop.

All this time | thought he was just playing online games or talking to other kids on
forums. Apparently it wasn't quite the case as it turns out. | guess through my
own sheer ignorance, | didn't really want to nor chose to understand that making
money through the internet was possible, especially with the amount of money-
making junk mail which somehow found its way to my inbox, convincing me that
it was nothing more than an endless line of pyramid schemes.

| was also aware of the blogging and social-bookmarking craze that had taken
the world by storm with Twitter, Facebook, etc. In case you're still not up to
speed, it's just a lot of people who post online in these big social-networking sites
trying to make other people aware of their existence. Myself included! ©

| personally didn't realize how big this blogging thing was until | saw one of
Casey's sites. From that one site, he made $13 in commissions in a day from a
single sale. Well to be honest, that's not exactly going to feed a family daily
although it could buy a morning coffee/donut and a Whopper combo for lunch. So
realistically Casey could feed himself for almost a day with the cash he's
generated from his one site.

It's quite interesting to see what he's managed to put together in a span of almost
three years. From what | know, he didn't start blogging until | gave him my old
laptop in early 2007. Currently he's running about twelve different blogs, all
completely monetized. Many of them attributed to or targeted towards difference
niches including holiday niches. With Halloween having come and gone, he had
revised his old Halloween Costumes blog and had made a few September sales
off there a whole month before Halloween itself, not to mention the sales he
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made during the month of October, especially during the weekend leading up to
Halloween which usually is the peak where parents are preparing or buying
costumes for their kids.

As before, | was completely ignorant to all of this until | saw for myself how he
was going about building and running these blogs. It seemed so easy to do that
it's kind of surprising to me that | hadn't taken a more keen interest earlier. I'm
also now realizing the genius behind Twitter. It's easy staying in touch with my
brothers overseas daily and it's actually fun.

How fun is it? Almost as fun as seeing the nickels and dimes and sometimes
even dollars generated daily from Adsense which is another source of revenue
from Casey's blogs.

To be honest, neither Casey nor | are going to become millionaires anytime soon
but it's nice to see an extra source of revenue coming from the internet of all
places. | still remember my candid remarks to Casey when he said to me "Sorry,
can't play, | gotta work!" My reply to him was "What's a 12-year-old capable of
exactly?"

Not to ridicule him but the only jobs | knew of in which a 12-year-old could make
money legally were either in delivering papers or mowing lawns. | didn't realize
blogging was actually a job. And to be honest, there was not even an internet or
a computer when | was 12:)

I'm just glad this whole blogging experience has opened my eyes. It motivated
me to do my own little thing on the internet which ultimately led me to writing this
ebook. I'm definitely convinced now that making money online is not a pipe-
dream at all as | had once thought and there's absolutely no reason why others
can not improve their financial future as Casey and | are doing. With a lot of help
from Casey, I've written out complete steps which should be easy enough to
follow even for the pure novice. Basically you just need your computer and a
thinking cap.

Want to give it a go? ©



Find Your Topic

Before you even contemplate building a blog or site, you need a decent topic and
one which many other people would be interested in. What are your passions or

hobbies? What could you write about that others would be interested in reading?
After all, the key here is to build a blog/site that will bring in traffic.

Whenever you have a spare minute, consider jotting down some of your hobbies
or interests. Do you know how to bake? Do you like sports? Have you lost
weight? Do you attend concerts? Do you like to draw or paint? Are you good at
building garden decks or repairing things? Do you like to fish? What books have
you read? Do you like action movies?

Those are just some ideas you might explore for your blog. You need to be able
to write content for your blog regularly and it should concern a passion of yours
which you won't get tired of writing about often.

You want people to keep coming back to your blog and the only way to do that is
to reach out to these people and provide them with information. Your blog is
targeting a specific group of people who share your interests so it's vital to write a
lot about your chosen topic. For example, I'm a horror-movie fanatic. I've
watched hundreds of horror films throughout my life. | have noticed that there are
thousands of other passionate horror-movie fanatics out there so | already know
there's an audience interested in my topic. So your job right now is to jot down
your interests and hobbies. Once you do, read on to Chapter 2 where we will
take your topics, analyze their competition and respectively break them down into
a niche which we can monetize. So go ahead...
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"Nothing is particularly hard if you divide it into small jobs." - Henry Ford

Analyzing the Competition

Once you've jotted down the potential topics of your blog, you must then consider
your competition. Your competition are those sites and blogs with similar topics
who are targeting the very audience which you will be targeting.

For example, if you decided to make a blog on Halloween, you would generally
be competing with A LOT of sites all related to Halloween. Take a look at the
snapshot for a search on the keyword "Halloween" on Google. Make sure to use
quotations " " in your keyword(s) when searching for potential topics.

Results 1 - 10 of about 144,000,000 for "halloween™ [definition]. (0.16 seconds)

Phew! That's a whole lot of sites targeting Halloween as you can see. It's
absolutely pointless trying to build a Halloween site considering the internet is
already polluted with Halloween sites. This is an issue Casey came across when
he went about building his Halloween blog a year back. When realizing the
ridiculous competition he'd be facing, he instead went to plan B which was to drill
down into another niche related to Halloween. He loves Halloween a lot, what kid
doesn't? He had already decided that he was going to make a Halloween blog
and no amount of competition would stop him. Talk about passionate! ©



So from there, he pulled out free keyword tools including Google Adwords,
Google Insights, and SEO Book Keyword Tool which allowed him to identify
keywords with less competition. What started originally with the keyword
"Halloween" soon was drilled down to the keyword "Halloween Costumes"
because according to the Google Adwords keyword tool, people are searching
for Halloween Costumes on Halloween as the screenshots state:

T Lacal Search Global Manthly

Estimated Ad  Estimated Awvg. Advertiser Volume: Septamber Search Volume
Keywords Pogition (7 CPC @ Competition (%) # @
Keywaords related to term(s) entered - sof by relevance (2
hallowesan 1-3 3064 | ] 55,600,000 24,900,000
hallowesan
S 1-3 §0.73 [r— 24,900,000 5,000,000
hallowesan
papE 1-3 §0.57 7,480,000 2,740,000
halloween. kids 1-3 50.69 2,240,000 550,000
Eosime s 50.57 i ] 1,830,000 368,000
hallovseen
e 1-3 50.63 == 1,500,000 368,000
costumes
halloveen ideas 1-3 50.52 [ 1,500,000 673,000

Furthermore, the keyword "Halloween Costumes" is a whole lot less competitive
than the keyword "Halloween". If you do a quick Google search, you'll see...

Results 1 - 10 of about 29,100,000 for "halloween costumes”. (.19 seconds)

But there's still a lot of competition, which requires drilling down even further...

Get Your Micro Niche Keyword

What is a micro niche you ask? Well it's basically a niche within a niche. It's the
most likely way for people to find you through the mass clump of sites which are
all competing for your targeted visitors. A micro niche roughly has the following

characteristics:

*SEO Traffic > 80 (which means the #1 ranked site on Google gets at least 80
visitors a day)

*SEO Competition < 30,000 (which means there are less than 30,000 competing
websites out there)


https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal
http://tools.seobook.com/keyword-tools/seobook/
http://www.google.com/insights/search/

So when you're finding your micro niche, you want to have a solid amount of
traffic daily with the least amount of competition before you ultimately build your
blog. You don't want to end up blogging about a subject which nobody cares
about. Casey tends to use a paid keyword service for finding his niche or micro
niche but you can still get by using the free keyword tools out there which |
mentioned in the previous chapter.

As before, | was talking about Casey still needing to drill down his niche to a
micro niche for his Halloween blog. He started off with the keyword "Halloween"
as you remember, and drilled it down to a much less competitive keyword in
"Halloween Costumes" but as the screenshot showed, it's still competitive
overall. So from there, he decided that rather than blog about Halloween
costumes in general, he would pick which Halloween Costumes particularly he'd
like to focus on. He decided he would blog about children's Halloween costumes.
He made his choice after further research using the free keyword tools. Take
notice of the following screenshots when Casey researched possible keywords
relating to children's Halloween costumes. He used different variations of
keywords to see which had the most traffic with the least amount of competition.

Results 1 - 10 of about 32,300 for "childrens halloween costumes”. (0.49 seconds)

Results 1 - 10 of about 3,840,000 for "children’s halloween costumes”. (0.66 seconds)

Notice the enormous difference between the words "childrens" and
"children's"?

There are many more sites out there competing for the keyword containing the
apostrophe which means trying to rank for the word "childrens" is considerably
easier. So Casey decided he would develop his blog targeting the keyword
"childrens halloween costumes" which avoids the apostrophe. The competition is
still a bit more than 30,000 but the daily traffic appeared to be really good.
Sometimes it's ok to choose a topic which even exceeds 30,000 competing
pages since many of those competing sites may be of low quality.



How A Young Kid Taught Me To Make Money Online Every Day Through Blogging

Keyword Tools

We didn't delve much into the power of the Keyword Tool in the preceding
chapters so we will do so just to help you become familiar with how keyword
tools generally work. We'll run an example using the subject one of my favourite
pastimes...fishing! ©

So let's run the term 'Fishing' into the Google Adwords Keyword Tool and see
what we get...

v Local Search

Estimated Ad  Estimated Avg, Advartizer Volume; December Global Monthly
Heywords Position () CPC 3 Compatition (1) L] Search Volume ()
Keywrards related to term(s) entered - o by relpmncg (2
fshing -3 5123 [—] 0,400,000 24,900,000
Gshing spors i-3 51.44 ] 2,240,000 1,230,000
shing bosts -3 50083 1,530,000 1,000,000
fy fishing 1-3 $158 (==, 1,530,000 1,830,000
ice fishing 1-3 5103 [ —] 1,500,000 450,000
bass fishing 1-2 5114 == 523,000 823,000
fishing bass 1-3 5114 (] §23.000 823,000
fishing reels 1-3 5119 | E23,000 550,000
fishing hures 1-3 5047 | GT.O00 JEE.000
fishing boat 1.3 5103 [——| S50.000 BT
fishing rods 1.3 5109 [—) S50.000 BTE0M
Lake fishing 1.3 5114 == 550,000 523,000
saltwater fishing 1.3 5142 == 550,000 301,000
fshing beating 1.3 5129 | 450,000 550,000
fshing resl i-3 5113 [—] 450,000 365,000
fraabrwater fishang i-3 5106 | 450,000 201,000
el fishing 1-3 5113 1 450,000 365,000
fishing repan 1-3 S0.67 (— 358,000 550,000
fshing 1ackle 1-3 5123 — 346,000 1,000,000
fishing charter 1-3 519 [— 304,000 301,000
fishing games 1-3 521 [T—| 301,000 301,000
fishing gear 1-3 5142 [I— 301,000 450,004
fishing ling 1-3 50.94 == 301,000 301,000
riwnr fishing 1-3 5100 | 301000 A50.004
fishing guide 1-3 51492 [—] 246000 3010040
fishing frout 1.3 5101 1 246000 301,000
sea fishing 1.3 5100 [——| 246000 1.000.000
trout fishing -3 5101 /= 245000 3010040
deep sta Sshing 1.3 5124 | 201,000 246,000
fishing ¢haters 1.3 5171 [ 201,000 246,000
fshing hurting 1.3 50085 ] 201,000 165,000
fishin
a:w?sm'os 1-3 .3 (=] 165,000 110,000
fishing reporis 1-3 5064 =] 155,000 246,000
offzhoee fishing 1-3 51 == 165,000 90,500
salmon fishing 1.3 5204 [——| 165.000 201004
fishing equipment 1.3 5123 [— 135.000 165000
fishing quides 1.3 5178 [— 1365000 135.000
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| sorted the list by "Local Search Volume" which gives me a keyword list in order
of searches. I'll tend to go lower down the list until | find a phrase with far less
competition. Then I'll run the phrase in Google in quotations to see how many
sites are using that same phrase which will give me an idea of my competition.

So in this case, | chose the phrases "free fishing gear" and "fishing gear for sale"
since I'd like to blog about fishing gear. Let's take a look at the stats for local
searches and competing pages on Google...

Free Fishing Gear
Approx 1,000 searches in Google (in a month)
Approx 3,600 or less competing pages in Google using exact phrase

Fishing Gear for Sale
Approx 1,900 searches in Google (in a month)
Approx 110,000 or less competing pages in Google using exact phrase

Obviously | would target "Free Fishing Gear" as my main keyword phrase for my
blog article since it has less competition. But there is also something important to
note here. Just because "Fishing Gear for Sale" presumably has 110,000
competing pages on Google doesn't actually mean there are 110,000 competing
pages targeting that phrase. If you actually go through the pages, the amount of
searches on Google for this phrase ends at around 340 pages.

GDL }3[@ “fishing gear for sale” _szf‘:_h_ Aepnced Sagech

Web B Shew opticns Results 347 - 341 of 341 for "Fishing gear for sala”. (0.61 seconds)

maui 21 for sale [ wanted dlassifinds - craigsist

Fizhing Gear for Sale - 32000 - (Khei) pic <<spocting goods - NEW MOPEDE FOR SALE -
5950 - (Maui) pic <<melorcycleaisootens .,

enietuba Sraigahist o6 » eadi - |

I orgior (o show you the mos! ralevant resuils, we have amilled Some enlnes vory similar to the 341 already displayod.
I you ks, you can remeal g search with the amitied resuils includad

Seanches related 1o "Mishing gear for sale™

Enver fshing oear fihing gesr wackle dniwn Exhing gear shimane Eshing gags
salmen fishing gaa canp fishing gear for saie fhy fishing gear for sake ple fishing gaar
< Cooooo0o0 “""”‘"3 le

Previous 252087 2530 02T 35

B add a et - Sae all oy Seprches potay « See 88 nates for thes Saarchiiils - Laam mots
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So basically, Google is providing me only with relevant results for my targeted
keyword phrase. | can easily beat out the non-listed results so they're not really a
concern at all. My goal now would be to succeed against the 341 competing
pages which are targeting my chosen keyword "Fishing Gear for Sale". In this
case, | can probably compete for these keyword terms with a bit of work using
the traffic-getting methods which we'll discuss later on.

Keyword Analysis

Hunting down potential topics for a blog is not necessarily a simple straight-
forward process. It's not always about simply inserting a keyword in Google in
quotes, getting less than 30,000 competing pages, and then deciding that such
keyword is your bread and butter for your new blog. Obviously the most
important thing about blogging is to find the topic you really enjoy writing about
but you also want to get your blog ranked high in the search engines, particularly
Google. This is why it's important to become familiar with the keyword tools |
listed on page 5 which are very powerful tools and give you a good scope on the
type and amount of competition you face with your topic.

For example, you find a topic with less than 30,000 results in quotes which might
seem like a winner. But you also must consider the STRENGTH of the
competition on the first page or two of Google which you may compete against.
For example, if | decided to create a site on "Superman”, it would take a
tremendous effort to get my site ranked at the very top of Google for "Superman”
considering I'd be competing with some mighty big Superman sites and
databases which have been around for years. And the companies running those
Superman sites might be pouring in thousands of dollars weekly to keep their
Superman sites at the top of Google.

On the other hand, if you find a topic with 200,000 results without quotes and the
front page is littered with Hubs and Squidoos, then you could surpass them
without too much effort. It's not just quantity of competition but quality of
competition which you face which matters. Check out the first page or two of
competition on Google of your potential topic. If it consists mainly of forum posts
and articles, then you can compete for the top spots. If it consists of high-
authority sites, it will be exceedingly tough to get to the very top. You also will
notice different results with different keyword tools. All results are generally
approximations and hardly ever completely accurate. Regardless, it's best to
make sure that you follow the general rules of topic-searching which is low
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competition and high traffic. You'd rather be the big fish in a small pond as
opposed to the small fish in a big pond.

On the bright side, most everybody has some kind of problem no matter how
miniscule which they're hoping to find an answer to. Anywhere from girlfriend
trouble to boyfriend trouble to curing iliness to money handling to gardening tips
to video game help, etc, etc, etc. There is no end! The amount of topics available
to you for your blog are unlimited. You'll see just how many interested folk there
are who want to read what you write. But blogging isn't restricted to problem-
solving, it can involve anything and everything. You saw a movie last night? Write
a review! People want to know your opinion. That's what | do and I've built quite a
crowd over time. Simply put, the internet is your oyster! We want to know what
you have to say.©

Building Your Blog

Now that the hard part is out of the way, we can take a deep breath and start
having a little fun! It's time to create your site. © We can use Casey's Halloween
blog as a reference. It's fairly straight-forward to create and once you set one up,
you'll likely find yourself building more, all focusing on different topics...if you
choose. The best blogging platform to use is Blogger which is owned by Google.
It's quick, it's easy and best of all, you don't pay a penny. So let's get started...

First things first...you need a Google account. So go to Google and get
yourself a Google account (at the time of writting this, you would click sign in on
the Google home page to get started).

Gougle accounts

Create an Account

If vou already have a Google Account, you can sign in here.

Required information for Google account

Your current email address:
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http://google.com/

The next step is to go to Blogger.com and start setting up your blog.
I

5ign in to use Blogger

with your Google Account

s1<'.NIN M Fomemt ?

Create a blog. It’s free. | CREATEABLOG |

It's easy, and only takes a minute,

I Your b[l}g. Share your thoughts, photos, and
"II! mare with your fricnds and the waodld, Learn more:
# Take a !.'|__:|_irl-c taur

Easy to use. it's easy to post text, photes, * Disoover mare features

and videos from the web or your mobile phone, * Read Blogper Buzz
Blogs of Hote

Flexdble. untimited fexdbility to personalize Hat the Fat Rat

your blog with themes, gadgets, and more.

Home | Features | Abowt | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Goar
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1557 - 2009 Googls

Name Your Blog

This is a very important step which takes some real thought. What you need to
do is find relevant keywords for not only your blog title but your URL (website
address). Relevant keywords in your title and URL make things much easier for
you when you're attempting to get your blog in the top 10 rankings for your niche.

For example, when Casey developed his 'Childrens Halloween Costumes' blog,
he gave the blog a unique URL that included all of the aforementioned keywords
which he was optimizing his blog for. He brainstormed umpteen different
variations of possible URLs which included those keywords in some order until
one finally stuck. Finding a good URL can be a tough task but it's part of the
process when developing a blog or site. There are a lot of people out there after
all who are competing with you, which means they're also hunting for similar
URLs as you.
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B Blogger

rJ) MAME BLOG

v3) Name your blog

Blog title

Your Hog's Uitk wil aopsar o your puliised bog, oo your dashbaard and i your

profie,
Blog addoess (URL) kel Mogrpotcon

Checls Avallability

e LSyl et will bes wsed by wisvhors bo acoess your biog. Lednn mers
Waord Verification Y .
&

Home | Foatures | Absut | Burzs | Help | Ditgoss | Lasdoags | Developors | Goar
Teres of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1995 - 20% Google

Blogs hosted on Blogger end with .blogspot.com although you have a choice to
buy your own domain. But since we're going at this without any aid of finances,
we'll stick with .blogspot.com. Once you've found your URL and entered the
details required, we'll then move on to designing your blog. This should be a bit
more relaxing now...©

Choose a Template

You now will choose a template for your blog. It's usually a matter of personal
taste but it's probably advisable to go for black text on white background since it's
easier to read. But to each his own. So go ahead and pick your template.
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& Blogger

HAME ELOG *1) CHOOSE TEMPLATE

3 Choose a template

Home | Features | About | Buzz | Help | Disciss | Language | Divglopers | Goas

Tevms of Service | Privacy | Content Palicy | Copyright © 1559 - 2005 Google

Once your template is selected (you can change it later), you will finish up the
blog-building process and now officially have your very own website. From here,
you'll go through the steps laid out on Blogger including creating your profile,
layout, and monetizing the site. It's fairly straight forward but we'll touch on those
using Casey's blogs as an example.
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"It has been my observation that most people get
ahead during the time that others waste." - Henry Ford

Design Your Blog

Once you've created your profile and entered your settings, you'll now be
designing the layout of your blog. As you'll see in the screenshot, you will click on
‘Layout' and begin organizing the page elements. We can use Casey's "Childrens
Halloween Costumes" blog as an example.

Add and Arrange Page Elements [—| T
Bk and drag bo resrvange page elements on vour Blog. m CLEAR EDNTS m
[ ] Navbar Edit
Childrens Halloween Costume...
Edit
AdSanse 4 .
Ediz
= i B Géuiﬁ-:.t .......... '

WHAT ARE THE BEST _
Edii

AdSanse .
Ediz

Search This Blog
Edit
Followers
Edit

Blog Archive :

Edit

Ok a Gadget
Make money frem yoor Bleg. Fublivh adi with Geegle AdSents

Casey has put his Adsense ads at the top, just underneath the header which will
instantly catch the reader's eye, and also on the right hand side. Throughout the
text or should | say, UNIQUE CONTENT, he has pasted in his affiliate links. He
has also added images although it's not overly important. The header at the very
top might have some non-designers thinking "How can | create headers and
graphics for my site?" Well truthfully it's not a complicated process. You can
simply do a Google search for whatever niche you're looking for and hit 'images'
on Google which will give you hundreds or thousands of different images. Casey
got his Halloween header image from a basic Google search for "Halloween",
saved the image, opened it up in Paint which is a free tool on your computer,
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saved the image as a 72dpi, and uploaded it to his blog. You'll find Paint if you go
to Programs > Accessories > Paint.

Don't worry, I'm going to elaborate on everything here in the upcoming chapters
including Adsense, getting unique content, promotion, and best of all...affiliate
programs.©

"Find your passion...then it is no longer work." - L.A. Reid (LaFace Records co-founder)
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Blog Preview

Now that we've arranged the page elements on our blog, let's take a quick
preview to see how it looks. Here's a post from Casey's Halloween blog as an
example.

i,

CHILDRENS HAR OWEBAL COSTUMES
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You can choose your template and create your layout however you like. This is
merely one example from one of Casey's blogs. It's mainly just a guide to show
you how quickly and easily you can get a blog going if you're willing to write
content and have a passion for the niche you've chosen.

Blog Analysis

The main question you want to ask yourself if you were to visit your blog is "What
do | want people to do when they come to my site?"

It's a fairly simple question depending on what your aspirations are regarding
blogging. Do you just want your voice to be heard or do you want to make a
sale? You can do both! Write content which you feel people might be interested
in and try to pitch a sale at the same time. But there's a smart way to go about it.

It's never a good idea to cheapen your blog and just throw ads, banners and links
in the face of your visitor, hoping they'll click through and buy something hence
making you money. It's always a better idea to create valuable content and gain
a trust amongst your visitors to the point where they'll think you're an expert or
knowledgeable about your niche and will keep coming back to read more of what
you have to post. And from there they will interact with you through the
comments, leading to a relationship. Simply put, treat your visitors well.©

You're in it for the long haul and to have money coming in daily, not just to make
a quick buck and fold your blog after a month. Furthermore, Google loves unique
content and over time your blog will gain popularity and drive itself further up the
rankings for your keywords through longevity and consistent posting. You ever
notice how it's usually the oldest sites that are at the top of the Google listings? It
takes time and effort to get to the top of Google. Quantity and quality is key!
Good content, lots of content and you'll be rewarded with more traffic. More traffic
means more interested visitors who care about your opinions which means more
potential to make money!
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"Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, amateurs
built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic." - Author unknown

Adsense

What is Adsense? Well simply put, Google Adsense is a quick and convenient
way for website publishers to display Google advertisements on their website's
content pages and earn money. The ads are automatically configured by
Google's savvy technology to display ads which are related to the theme of your
site. Case in point, let's look at Casey's Halloween blog...

r©

CHILDRENS HAROWEBAL

OOSTUMES

You'll notice the Adsense ads underneath the header. Since the content of
Casey's blog is related to Halloween, Google knows to display ads matching that
very content as you can see in the example shown of a random Adsense link.

Adult Halloween Costumes =
15,000 Costumes, All Sizes & Styles

Top Quality. We Ship to Canada!l

www. BuyCostumes. com

So whenever a visitor clicks on one of your ads, that means money for you.
Earnings per click vary considerably and Google will never disclose how much
you will earn per click. It could range anywhere between a penny and up to $10
per click...or even more! So once your account has hit the $100 mark, you are
sent a cheque from Google. There is also an option for direct deposit. You can
find a lot more information regarding Adsense on Google's homepage by clicking
on the 'Advertising Programs' link. But it's important to note that just by signing
up with Adsense doesn't necessarily mean instant riches. A high traffic site will
have a better chance of making money with Adsense as opposed to a low traffic
site. Mainly getting 100+ unique visitors daily can make for a little extra money
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through Adsense so it's best to try to work on receiving traffic with good content
instead of just pasting up Adsense links and hoping for lots of clicks immediately.

A quick word of advice? You must never click on your own Adsense links nor
must you ever entice or bribe others to click on them. Those are grounds of
banning from Google so be aware! Also be aware that it's good to experiment
with ad placement in regards to Adsense. You don't want to clutter your site with
ads but you do want them to be noticed. Even Casey's sites are tweaked
frequently regarding layout, colour and ad placement. You will learn as you go.©

Setting up Adsense

Setting up Adsense is very simple if you go through the steps as directed on
Google's Adsense page itself. It is best to have your website ready before you
enlist the services of Adsense. It can make the sign-up process a little bit quicker,
especially when asked by Google for the URL to your website.
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GOL‘nge AdSense

Welcome to AdSense  \What is AdSense? | Already have an account?
Please complete the application form below.

VWebsite Information

Website URL: @
+ Please list your primary URL only,
= Example: www.example.com

Website language: Select a language: -
+ Tell us your website's primary language to help our review
process.
[ 1 will not place ads on sites that include incentives to click
on ads.

[ 1wl not place ads on sites that include pomographic
content.

I Caontact Information

Account type: 2 Selectan account lype: -
Country or territory: Selecta cauniry or territary: -
[1] Important - Your payment will be sent to the address below. Please complete all fields

that apply ta your address, such as a full name, full strest name and house or apartment
numkber, and accurate country, ZIP code, and city. Example.

Payee name (full name):

+ Your Payee name neads to match the name on your bank

account.
» Payee must be at least 18 years of age to participate in
AdSense.
Street Address:
City/Town:
State: Select state =
2P [7] ' '

UMITED STATES
+ To change your country or territory, please change your
selection at the top of this farm.

Once you are approved by Adsense, we can then begin placing ads on our blog.
So on your layout page, you can either click on "Add a Gadget" or, at the very
bottom in the green bar, you can click on "Publish ads with Google Adsense" as
seen in the screenshot on page 10. You are then taken to the Adsense layout
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page and can choose different options regarding the placement of your Adsense
ads.

Make Money with AdSense

Earn money by configuring Google AdSense for your blog.

@ Display ads in my sidebar and posts
Recommended. Ads will be displayed in your sidebar and below
each post.

o I Display ads in my sidebar
| Ads will be displayed in your sidebar.

&) Display ads below my posts
Ads will be displayed below each post.

&) Don't add new ads. Just enable Ad5ense reporting.
If you already manually enabled ads on your blog, choose this
option to start seeing AdSense reports on the Monetize tab.

You can also move different elements around in your layout simply by clicking
and holding the left button of your mouse and moving the element elsewhere on
the page. So for example, click on 'Add a Gadget' at the bottom of your layout,
choose to enable Adsense and decide on the unit you want your Adsense to be.
Since | want my Adsense to be width-ways underneath my header as you saw in
the screenshot on page 13, you can pick '728 x 90 Leaderboard' and hit save.
Then, on your layout page, you can select the Adsense element, (click and hold)
and then drag it upwards underneath your header and then hit save. According to
Google, the more profitable Adsense units are the 336 x 280 rectangle, the 300 x
250 rectangle and the 160 x 600 skyscraper.

Play around with your layout until you are satisfied. You can choose a completely
different layout to what | have altogether. It's your site after all.©
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So again, on your Blogger layout page, hit 'Add a Gadget', and a separate
window will pop up. Choose "Adsense"...

| [ @ sioapen cnasrens Hasoween Cosmurnes - 42 2 Gadget - Masta Frefax é@]
(B | paiiwnisleqger somictaonn-gadge eles 0= S0TT S000TIT 2081 Shcsectinaldatoater 17|
Addyour own | L [ .

Search Box Already added
Gearch over yoer blog, your blogradl, and
e N By Google Custom Search

— HTML JavaSeript [a
Add third garty func Bomality or ather cade 1o |
== e log.
By Blogrer
i Tt | wHAT ARE THE BEST l
Al sorer wrads o poar Bog - ble g welogme Lair
2 ettage - with gur sich textl ediner, AdSonso
By Blosgger Edit
Search This Blog l
o AdSante Edit
L | £am revenue By displyding relevant 385 o vour Followurs
L™ NIl @y Bl cpgr [
Elag Archive
L |

Picture
i Add apleture from your computor oefrom | [ oo e ey
= samemhire ohe oo the wek, fulila Godge)
gt 3 4

By Bl

Slideshow
% E Add & dethiow of your phatos oo yaur blog. =

- - I
Bt B gt OO res e DS I 0TI L4000GETL 28] Desecnaonid s sterBeaction med el

I«l o bl Pubdish ach with Google AdSerds

I.

You will then be able to configure your Adsense ads. You have the option to
blend your ads into your site's background or make it stand out. It's up to you.
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| cANcEL || save
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It's important to realize where the money is being made or not made when it
comes to Adsense. Wherever Adsense ads are set up in our sites or blogs, we
want to know which ads are getting clicked and which ads aren't. There's no
point in keeping an ad unit that isn't getting noticed. It would be like a store-owner
stocking his shelves with products that aren't selling. What would be the benefit?
The point here is that we are trying to make money so we want our visitors to not
only see our ads but to click them. We don't need to worry about which types of
ads will be displayed on our blog because Google takes care of that for us as |
already stated. But we do want to know which ads are catching the attention of
our audience. So therefore we will use the feature called 'Channels’.
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As outlined in Google's Help section, Channels basically give you detailed
reports concerning the performance of your ads. If you have several different
types of ads including a leaderboard, a small rectangle and a vertical banner all
displayed on one page, you can track each of them individually through your
channels. So if you were to make money from Adsense but didn't know which ad
was clicked by a visitor, channels will provide you with this very information.

So what we want to do is go to Google's Adsense page, click on 'Adsense
Setup', and then click 'Channels’'.

There are two types of channels which you may choose: URL channels and
custom channels. URL channels help to track all the ads on a page or site
whereas custom channels allow you to track the performance of specific ad units.
It's your best bet to get familiar with the process of creating channels because
you'll certainly be using them a lot as you make money from your blogs.©

Get yourself set up with channels as soon as your Adsense ads are enabled. I'd
strongly advise that you read Google's mini-guide on Optimizing with Channels.
It's a complete step-by-step guide with screenshots included and explains in far
more detail than | possibly could. Moving on...

"Your future is created by what you do today, not tomorrow. Do today what
you want for your tomorrows." - Robert Kiyosaki (Author - Rich Dad Poor Dad)

Affiliate Programs

Quite simply, an affiliate program is an arrangement in which a company pays
you a commission or percentage of a sale for every customer that you send to
their site. One of the biggest and most popular affiliate networks is Commission
Junction. Casey has been using this network for a couple of years now and has
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seen great results. Let's take a look at how he structures his affiliate links in his
blog using his Halloween Costumes blog as an example:

WEDHESDAY, SEFTEMBER 23, I00%

Michael Jackson Halloween Costume

Michael Jz , the King of Pop, had a wardrobe that was as

legendary as his music. All of his signature outfits will be available to
lic for Ha

infarm

irmmar

Ever since the death of Michael Jackson, there has been an enormous surge in
sales and overall interest in most everything related to the King of Pop, especially
Halloween Costumes. Casey, being a big MJ fan, noticed numerous affiliate
programs pushing new Michael Jackson costumes for Halloween this past
October and decided to take advantage while the niche was hot.

As you can see in his Michael Jackson post, he had written a basic blog post
describing all the new MJ costumes which were available this Halloween and in
the very same post, he added affiliate links in blue which blended in with the
copy. Text links are usually more attractive and convert better than big banners
and colourful ad blocks.

So what happens if a visitor clicks on that blue 'Michael Jackson Billie Jean' text
link? Well...they are taken to the link's destination. In this case, the destination
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being the site offering the MJ costume which Casey advertised. And from there,
the sale can be made.

buv!&gmm.cnm‘ SAVINGS UF’TDT:&% OFF © My Account  Jr Shopping Cant $0.00
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COSTUMES | COSTUMES | SUPPUES & MANEUP EOSTUMES | COSTUMES | CoMuMITY

SEARCH »» A1 = [EEN  Have a question? Call us at 800-458-2863 [}

3 Priviown Page Home  Seacch bile man » Habasd Jackees (R Joan Coabemel Adul
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Costume) Adult
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Presfuct D #51818
Retad Vil $17059

Qur Price: $59,68
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Sedecta S
Mbedimm - Qul of Sisck
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Srdeth Paied iy 4 PUECET wtadly $A shea o1y

% LiveHelp 'l-'-i

EN Mouso over product Emago to noom.
3 wateh Vidoo

o . i .=

| Interact & Shore:

Once the sale is completed, you will receive a commission. Casey tends to use
two of the more popular Halloween affiliate programs on Commission Junction
because of their high commission rates and customer support. Plus the more
sales he makes, the higher the percentage of commission he can earn in the
future.

@) commission junction

You can sign up at Commission Junction quite easily simply by going to their
website at cj.com and filling an application for a Publisher account. Once
approved, you can search for advertisers or products by name or through the
categories. From there, you will need to apply to an advertiser in order to sell that
advertiser's products.
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Another preferred affiliate program which Casey uses is Amazon.com which is
one of the biggest online marketplaces on the internet. It's very simple to use
although referral rates are only 4% but do rise gradually after a few sales.

| began using Amazon fairly recently and the convenience of it is that I'm able to
set up a little Amazon store of my own called an astore which | can refer people
to on my site. Sometimes, even if people don't buy the product you advertise, you
can still make a referral fee if that person clicks through your link and buys
something else. But it's always a nice feeling to make a sale, big or small. ©

Earndngs Heport daac, "
¢ 1, OO 1o Decambor 1%, 2000

Thars Mama falar P Falama Pas Bata Ttarma Shioped Ravsmus Eafe=pl Faay

Thard Paity FrEE2 200 1 S70.52 £3.a8

AT ERRE 40000 i £50.040 5240

AT T F17.9 40005 H £17.00 $0.72

Therd Pasty 55095 A.00% i 3506005 5380
Therd Pagy S50 A.00% H 324,98 £1.00
ALk Ergure Thad Pasgy 11055 1.9k H #1350 0,54
Thad Paity S0 4.00% H 12,09 0,57

So head on over to Amazon.com and get yourself an Affiliate account. You'll find
the link at the bottom of the homepage called "Join Associates". The set up
procedure is simple. Be sure to get familiar with the program and you'll soon be
rolling!

These are just some of our recommended affiliate programs which you can join.
There are many others although you do want to make sure that the program you
join is reputable and trustworthy. You should never be charged a fee to join an
affiliate program. If you are, avoid it. Commission plans among different
merchants and affiliate programs will vary so make sure you know the payment
plan before you join.

There may even be a chance that you develop a site for your niche but are
unable to find an affiliate program which sells products which you're promoting on
your site. A search technique you can attempt that might help you find an affiliate
program for your products is to go to Google and type:

+product name +affiliate. So for example, if | had a site on the Incredible Hulk
and wanted to sell Hulk figures, I'd type into Google: +hulk +figure +affiliate
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The pages returned are not guaranteed to have Hulk figures affiliate programs
but with a little looking around, you may find what you're looking for. Some of the
returned results may in fact be the merchant sites themselves.

GOL_JS[({ +hulk +figure +affiliate S ]
Inserting Affiliate Links

The process of finding and inserting affiliate links into your site is quite simple.
We will use Casey's Halloween blog and his preferred Affiliate program
Commission Junction to demonstrate the process.

The first thing Casey does is finds a good product to sell based upon the subject
of his post. In this example, his Michael Myers costumes post. With the theatrical
release of the new movie Halloween 2 and the newfound interest amongst
movie-goers in the knife-wielding killer Michael Myers, Casey has decided to
pitch the new Myers masks and costumes for Halloween. After writing his post,
he then will insert affiliate links within his post and make it flow without attempting
to make it seem like a complete sales pitch. So upon inserting links, he will first
go to his affiliate account which is, in this case, Commission Junction. He logs in
and searches for "Michael Myers costume" amongst all the advertisers on CJ.
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Gart Links - Product Search Results

Search Products  ~  [michael myers costume Searchfor Al Advertisers - L_f_lj':]J
Language and Targeted Area Filter ON 7 OFF

Products with kéywords michag] myors cosume
Results 1- 250133

Click £ 10 select muitiple inks. Select AN

-Select a Smatfone-- -

& agd 1o SmanZong

lmags Hame Brice Erpduct Cataleg
F =] =15~ Hanging Michael Myers Figure™ 51299 UsD ALL Colebeate Expeoss Product Cat:
B H Michagl Myers Adult Costume-Large 5159.90USD | ALL Calebeate Expross Product Cati
" R Michael Myers Adult Costume-hMedium 515999 USD  ALL Celebeate Express Product Cat:

I B" Michael Myers Adult Costume-Small 5159.90USD | ALL Celebeate Expross Product Cati
™ ﬁ Michael Myesrs Kids Costume - 11714 526,99 USD ALL Celebeate Expeess Product Cati

After finding the products he's going to promote, he clicks on the item which
opens a separate browser window with details about the product along with the

html code which he must highlight and paste into his blog post.
Michael Myers Adult Costume-Large

a href="http:/fwww._jdoqocy.com/click-3649806-10645522 Furl=http33A%%2
Yo 2Fwww. CostumeExpress.com¥2FMichael-Myers-Adult-Costume:
L arge%2F61602%2F ProductDetail. aspx%3FREF%IDAFC-cedatafeeds
cjisku=17T3696" target="_top">
Michael Myers Adult Costume-Large<fa=<img src="http:/fwww. ft]

Copy and paste the
following HTML code into
your web pages,

“You st include all the abave kel
in o Bnics, Any missing homl,
inclading the image scarcs, wil
prevent the nk from tracking
proparly and result in a koes of
COMMESSHNS.

With the html code copied, he goes to his Halloween blog and locates his
Michael Myers costumes post and inserts the affiliate text links. The text links are
in blue.

fx.com/image:
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Title: | "Michael Myers" - Halloween's Most Popular Mass Murderer...Scaring a W
Preview | Edit HTML | | Compose
== ek Lo

b-ﬁchae.l Myers is a well known fictional character from the Halloween slasher flicks. Despite being associated
with crime, violence and mwrder, Michael Myers is a very popular character among people of all ages. The face
of Michael Myers is that of pure evil. Over the years, the one common theme im Michael Myers' character is the
mask. The mask has always been an enigma. The mask was intended to create a blank face devoid of all
expressions with sinister looking eyes. Michael Myers mask has some distinct features including large eye holes,
no eve brows or side burns.

1]

oAl FrTr B 7 oak A Fe ks EE S

COhver the years since the first Michael Myers mask appeared in the late
70s, the mask has undergone bittle change and the audience still seems
fascinated by it. Thanks in part to Fob Zombie bringing the Michael
Myers character to a whole new generation of horror fans, the Myers
character again is thriving in popularity. The available Michael Myers
masks are made in varions fabrics incloding polyethylene, latex, plastic
and cotton. The masks are also available in various styles and colors.
Unfortunately, most stores seem to have just one size of the mask for
everyone, There i5 a choice of a full Myers costume or simply the mask
itself, the latter being by far the preference. The costume itself is
basically just a plain black jumpsuit, nothing really fancy on that note.
But the mask really imvokes fear! A great choice for this upcoming
Halloween!

Michael Myers Halloween Movie Licensed Mask

Michael Mvers Rob Zombie Halloween Mask

Halloween 2 2008 Michael Myvers Adult Mask

} Post Options Labels: | halloween, harres, micha M}y

| PuBLisH POST | SAVE As DRAFT |

So as before, when a visitor clicks and buys, you make money.©

Quick Tip: Make the most out of the 'Labels' section in your blog posts. As you
can see in the screenshot above, the labels in the bottom right corner used to
describe the Michael Myers costumes post include words like halloween, horror,
michael myers, slasher, killer, maniac, murderer, halloween costumes, etc in
order to help serve the most relevant ads from Adsense to its content.

"I'm a great believer in luck and | find the harder
| work, the more | have of it." - Thomas Jefferson
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Let's use another example regarding inserting Affiliate links and this time we will
use Amazon. We will also cover widgets in the next chapter.

So once you are all set up with your Amazon Associates account and ready to
start promoting products from Amazon, you will click on the 'Links & Banners'

tab.
amazonassociates

m (RN A widgets | astore  Endlesscom  Reports | Product Advertising APT

You will then click on 'Add Product Links Now' and from there, you will come to
the 'Product Links' page where we can begin setting up our links for pasting on
our blog. In this case, we will use Casey's 'Hulk Statues' blog to show you the
process of setting up product links.

On the 'Product Links' page, you will come to the search box and you are free to
find whatever products you choose to promote on your blog. Casey decided that
he wanted to promote mini-statues on his Hulk blog. So in the search box, he
goes to the 'Toys & Games' category to find Superman statues.

SELECT PRODUCT

Search Toys & Games - for superman statue @
kaywoard ar ASIN/ISEN

« Pravious | 1 - 10 of 62 | Mext =

Price Sales Rank Get Link

Fisher Price Batman Fiqure Set ¢ ~ isher Price | £79.00 | #15058 in Toys & Games
IMAGINEXT BATMAN JOKER PEMGUIN SUPERMAN

Christopher Resve as Superman Statue f&@ ~ £116.99 +40620 in Toys & Games

DC Comics

lustice Leagus Unlimited Desk Sat - Wondsr $39.95 | #37905 in Toys & Games
m'\ - Woman Notepad & Pen Holder d& ~ Managram
& International

Kotobukiva Supergirl Vinyl Statue New Edition ¢ ~ | $71.55 | =37770 in Toys & Games | [GetLink
Ei Kotobhukiya
g Universe: ust & | $31.9% | #13039 in Toys & Games

? ~ I’_‘Jlamnnd Cumlc Distributors
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Upon finding the specific Superman statue he wants to promote, he simply clicks
on the yellow "Get Link" button on the right side and comes to the link-
customization screen where he can get the final html code for the product.

iy v Ly & Banrney ® Prosint Ly 1
Customize and Get HTML

0

DS DA Y & GAT HTR

RANk 55 3 BRCheT PrOSACE O AUMIZON Bred ERrw idTel 0L 3y A50AIE Shat [eodhach, Ty Prosont Linkis 1ol bate o baskd Dustomized Tooct Links, Tant ared draages ke, ared Irage ony ks to Aracen prodsts,
1. Solect Link Type Lhew Proviaw
: This bri in gerved by UB, You o Nt nesd bo dewnicad the grapine, Just hghight ard cogry
@ Tast ared Inage {Enhanced Daplay) e BITHL £ode Ao tha ledt, Bwn pante it inbe e oot for your Wes afte.
Imigra Dy (Baris Diipliny] ESer S
Tast €irdy [aaic Cuneday)

T Cusomiee Link

 Cpen Wk i new wirdkn

2 Shaw Border
% L Larger image e
Py
Prica Dptiora Shew Al Fraen B B P 5124 50
Baprew a1 T

Backgreund colar [ FREFFF o
Taar cokort [ CO0000 —

Links Codort [ QoooeF

F. Gt BTMEL Ceafir Fiae This Preduct Lisk

Highlaht 3nd copy the WML below, thon pasks & inio tha code for your Wab site.

SghciZA0pK:® acrolling="nc® margimwidchesgs
rolebeicAE="0" framebarss ="k L rans)

Highiht HTbL
Bahws Wi Amasriadnn 10, bulragfT1-30, bt ainmily mededded i b dedn.

Now Casey goes to his blog, heads over to the layout page where he can
customize how we want things to look, and clicks on 'Add a Gadget', which will
open up a window where he will then click on 'HTML/Javascript', enabling him to
paste in the code for the Superman statue Amazon product-link.
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B witpestwnnn blogger.comrearangetblogii- 14751 TR T41 S0 B Susectionld= sidebaeiaction: '{_?. e e e e
Crsevew | cuonm eors | save.
- A Bl
W Confemsha WL avascript —
{Header) )
Title Edit
‘|t
Content I ¢ % &k | Rich Tewmt
<iframe sro="hoopi//rom.amazon.comse/cm?lsl=_blankd | M
bel=FPrFFFelSd=1cbyl=FFFFFFaLsl=00000081ei=0000FFs
Tehulragli3=20tomlipasilmanl ixmams pansT=ifri HULK STATUES
asina=A0R1GIRHAY" style="width: 120px:helghs i 240pun: =
sepollingetno” parginuidche (" masginkelghoenge E
frazeporder="0"></1frames Search This Blog
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Edit |
Blog Archive
Edit | | Eﬂ!_
FAbait Me :
Edit |
BALK
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#hake money from your blog. Publish ads with Google AdSense

From there, once Casey has saved his edits, the Superman statue link will
appear on the sidebar or wherever he chooses to place it. It's your blog so you
will decide where you want your product links to appear.

Building & Inserting Widgets

A widget is primarily a stand-alone application which can be embedded in any
area of your website merely by pasting a chunk of html code. Widgets have
grown increasingly popular and come in a variety of applications including clocks,
event or auction countdowns, auction tickers, daily weather, etc. For example,
IMDB which is the biggest movie database on the internet has a whole variety of
widgets displayed on its countless pages. Here's a screenshot of the homepage
and you can see on the right-hand side where a rectangular Amazon.com widget
offering DVDs is displayed.
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Casey and | tend to display our Amazon widgets on our blogs wherever it may be
convenient. The set up is simple and you are free to choose whichever line of
products you want to display on your widget. So when a visitor clicks on the link,
they will be taken to the check-out page and the deal can be completed and you
receive a commission.

Inserting your widget into your blog is a piece of cake, much like inserting affiliate
links. We'll use Amazon.com again as an example since it's the biggest online
marketplace and very user-friendly. So once you are approved as an Amazon
Associate, you will click on the 'Widgets' tab which is alongside the 'Links &
Banners' tab. You will come to this page here as seen in the screenshot.
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You can scan the widgets available until you find what you like. | tend to prefer
the 'Recommended Product Links' widget. From there, you will click on the
widget and fill in the details of what you want to advertise, along with keywords
for more specific products you want displayed in your widget. Since | run a horror
movies blog, | chose to advertise horror movies in my widget.

1) Select a Product Line
ovD -

2) @ Enter Keywords
harror, monster, slasher

-0R=

O select a Subcategory
Horror *

Wa recommand that you experiment with
different keywords until you get the results
you want.

(TC )

ontinue k |

Hext stap: Choose from L0 display sizes

Once you've chosen the contents of your widget, you will be taken to the 'Select
Size' page. There are a variety of sizes you can choose. For my horror blog, |
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chose the 300 x 250 rectangle widget which | inserted at the end of my post
although you are free to place the widget elsewhere on your blog. Before we get
to that step, obviously we must grab the html code first. So once you've selected
the widget you like, you'll come to this screen and you'll highlight the html code
for your widget.

WD 3 heeror, slasker, monstor
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This bnik is sareed by us Yeu do net need to downkaad the graphic, Just Righbght and copy tha HTML coda bo tha keft, then pasta it inke the
Chands Link Coslesl codir for o Voeh sita,

fied HTHL
sighlhh and fegry Thm HTML, babim, Buas pasle & inba e amazan.conT
a4 for pour meb e, S T i s bt
sifraza
SEC="HLTQES EON. ARAER, 008
Sofsmit=telzagiTi-20is=lip=134 |
L=ptlimcde=dvdipssrcheiartar
Lasherhihiinanatees

204
Q001 l=Ele =32 EEETL
EQi=TFFIrFLs=Lf"

RATELAVLALR="0" BArglafcighe==0" =

Highisght HEWL

Wl ¥ s AdESiatnd 15, by 80230, @ abwindy
P i the cods

4 Baid Mede |

Then you will go to your blog's layout page, click on "Add a Gadget" and a
window will open with options. You will select the "HTML/Javascript" option and
insert your widget's html code inside it and click 'save'.

Add and Arrange Page Elements
Chch gred drag Lo Fearmange pape elements on your blog. m mm
& o Tho Heant " e i

| D hittpesweweve Blogger.comiresrmangeTblogiDe 0TEL TS0 T8 Aaction= edEWidget Rpectic 7 ]

8 Configure HTML/JavaScript e

Horror Mavies [Header) ]
Edit

il o Galgel
Ththe “WHAT ARE THE TOP HUR%
Search This Blog :
Content b & B & | Bich Text Edit
[ Followers :
Edil
Emodemdrdl
Fos¥IChI0alashezRiCh aterifcl=000000% Eﬂ]_‘ Blng.ll.r\chln [d"
EEFrebgl=Trrer
About Ma :
Edil

Add o Godgat

HTMAL  Jarva Script B
it

ke, Pubdl kb sis wiith Google Adbenas
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Easy eh? Now go view your blog and see how it all looks. There are many other
options in the "Add a Gadget" link on Blogger. Let's see how my horror blog is
looking with my newly inserted Amazon horror-movies widget...

My horror-movies widget will immediately capture the attention of the reader. And
anytime somebody clicks through my widget and either buys the product listed or
another product altogether, | will receive a percentage of the sale made.
Promoting products which relate to the theme of your blog will be far more
beneficial since you are promoting to a targeted audience. | promote horror
movies on a horror blog. Therefore those who like horror movies will be more
likely to click my links. ©
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Getting Traffic

This is one of the more demanding tasks when it comes to succeeding online.
Traffic is what drives sales and profits and without it, having a site or blog
basically serves no purpose. Traffic is generated through content, links, and
marketing. You may have heard the phrase "Content is King" and rest assured
that a site will fail miserably if it lacks any kind of relevant content which is useful
to its visitors. Google absolutely loves original content and if your site has new
and relevant content with keywords pertaining to your niche which are used
throughout your content, Google will reward you by moving your site up the
rankings. Long term success is dependant upon a site that offers reliable
information and quality content on a particular niche.

Link Building: Aside from content, another process that is factored into a site's
ability in gaining traffic is through linking to and from other sites. The more quality
links you have from other quality niche-related sites, the better your ranking will
be in the search engines. For example, Casey's Halloween blog has links coming
from several high-authority Halloween sites which helps Casey's blog in the
rankings for his keywords. Google's thinking is "If these sites are recommending
his blog, then it must be a pretty good blog!" © Good backlinks help a lot!

So let's head over to 'Layout' on your blog setup and click on 'Add a Gadget'. It
will open up the window of gadgets. The one we want for establishing our long
list of preferred links, or more appropriately 'favourites', is this gadget here which
is called 'Link List'.

Link List
Add a collection of vour favorite sites, blogs, ar
web pages.
By Blogger

This will open up the 'Configure Link List' window where you can insert the
details and URLs of your favourite sites. These obviously will be the sites which
you want linking to your own site and vice versa. So before you gather up a list of
related sites which you want linking to your own site, it's best to add those sites
to your 'Link List' first. And from there, you can visit those very sites and request
through email to the site's webmaster that they add your site to their own list of
links. It's generally a trade-off with two sites helping eachother. You can keep
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adding to your backlinks and before soon, Google will realize the importance of
your site and will increase the authority and ranking of your site as time goes by.

"l don't need time. What | need is a deadline." - Duke Ellington, jazz artist
Submit Articles: This is another very effective way in driving traffic to your site.
When you submit an article to a directory, you are given access to a resource
box which enables you to add a link to your site. The article directory which
Casey uses for his blogs is Ezine Articles which is the biggest and most popular
article directory today and is free to join at ezinearticles.com. There are others
I've listed in the 'Recommended Resources' section at the end of this book which
also contain article sites which you can borrow content from to put on your site.

1 SR P

= »
Ezine, © =
@rttclcg ARR AL Drper] dgifuiry Sharwy Tha Barpd L Betion

When you create your account on Ezine Articles, make sure your "bio box" or
"resource box" is very well written and includes the link to your site.
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Make sure to read the Ezine Articles terms of service fully. You are not at all
allowed to insert your affiliate links into your resource box. That is ok because
you are inserting a link to your site which is fully compliant with Ezine's rules.
Another thing to be careful of is that every article you submit must be your own
unique content. You can't rip off content from elsewhere on the internet and post
it as your own on Ezine. You can browse around for ideas but your article must
be in your own words. Play by the rules and Ezine will gladly send you traffic.©

Social Bookmarking: Another very good traffic-gaining method is to bookmark
each post you make. For example, every time you make a post on your blog, you
will submit that same post to the biggest social bookmarking places out there. |
personally prefer Digg, StumbleUpon, Propeller, Delicious, Faves, and Mixx. It's
important to repeat your keyword in your post a few times including in your title.
For example, when Casey was selling G.| Joe Halloween costumes, he reiterated
the phrase "G.| Joe Halloween costumes" a couple of times in his post before
sending it off to the aforementioned social bookmarking sites. From there, those
sites link back to his blog with the same keyword which helps drive traffic to his
site. You can use socialmarker.com which is a quicker process in getting your
posts bookmarked. You will have to sign up for each social bookmarking site
which will take merely seconds and you're on your way! Do remember to only
submit to 5-10 services per site per day and change your title and description for
every 5 sites you submit to, per site. Follow these guidelines and you're set. ©
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social bookmarking

mixx b C\ 2T

your biend of the web (g Sites you'll love

Posting in Blogs/Forums: A lot of folk like to participate in group discussions
online through live chats or message boards. It's easy to spread the word about
your site through such places but a more convenient method is to put your blog
URL into your signature which again counts as a backlink much like the link-
building method | mentioned earlier. If you don't know what a signature is, it's
basically the footer of a post on a forum where you can display verbiage or
images. In this space, you are free to post whatever you like which includes your
URL.

Submit Comments: Another great method similar to link building is to search for
related blogs in Google and to add comments in the comments section. For
example, Casey will hunt for "Halloween blogs" on Google, find some of the
better or more popular ones out there and leave a comment along with a link
back to his own site.

Leave a Reply »

Ethan Mame [required]

Mail [will not be published) {required)

(your URL here) Website

I agree with Andrew. I went as G.I.Joe last year but this year I
want to go either as a Ninja from that new movie Ninja Assassin or
I might go a= one of those monsters from Where The Wild Things
Are., But I don't know if there's any place that sells those big
monster costumes. Have you sSeen any stores that do?

Submit Comment
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It's important to leave a quality comment which describes the actual post as
opposed to a silly comment like "Hey your site rocks!" if you know what | mean.
Doing this once a day amounts up to 7 backlinks a week from relevant blogs all
relating to your niche. When Google sees this, they automatically realize the
theme of your blog and with all the relevant links adding up from other quality
blogs, your site will be ultimately rewarded over time...rest assured! ©

"Many of life's failures are men who didn't realize how close
they were to success when they gave up." - Thomas Jefferson

Ping

How do you immediately notify the search engines that your blog has been
updated? Easy! You simply Ping your blog! There are a whole lot of different
pinging tools and services out there. Casey uses pingoat.com but there's also
pingler.com and pingomatic.com which are all adequate.
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PING-Q-MATIC

Home 5tats | EBloga

PINGING  whatis this?

SEARCH ENGINES ; i : : :
: s Ping-0O-Matic is a service to update different search engines that your blog

" h I
so you don't have to has updated.

b Learn more...

Blog Details

Blog Mame:

Blog Home Page

http://

R55 URL (optional):

http://

Services to Ping

Common Services (Check All) Specialized Services
Weblogs.com Ble.gs & [l Technorar @ Audio Weblogs &

[ Feed Burner & [ syndics & [ MewsGater @ [ rRebHub &

My Yahoo! @ PubSub.com & 1 Blogdigger & GealRL &

ElagRolling & [ BlogStreer & O Mareaver & AZB Geolocation &

] Weblogalot & lcerocket ] ews Is Free & BlogShares

Tapic Exchange & Google Blog Search o El Spinn3r &
] Bloglines & [ postrank & SkyGrid &
Collecta

Send Pings »
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In Closing

So now we're at the end and in closing we hope you enjoyed reading this ebook
as much as Casey and | enjoyed writing it. We also certainly hope you found the
information useful and that the steps involved are clear and concise to the point
where you can implement them without confusion and start on your own journey
in making a secondary source of revenue...if not multiple streams of revenue!

A common new year's resolution which I've noticed amongst friends tends to
involve the need to make more money. Often people will think that working
harder is the only way to make more money. Those who have succeeded in
making more money will often say that working smarter is the best way to make
more money. | personally know many people who work hard but those same
people lack direction thus venturing down a pointless path altogether. | made
mistakes early and | learned from them. You will not make those mistakes.
Casey and | have led you towards the correct path through our guide...now we
want you to walk through it and succeed.

Are you going to be one of the many who will simply promise yourself over and
over to get started on building your site once you have enough free time to do
so? Or are you going to be one of the few who will take action immediately in
order to improve your financial future? The choice is yours...

We really hope you choose the latter. Good luck! ©
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Recommended Resources

Keyword Tools

Google Keyword Research Tool

Google Insights for Search

SEO Book Keyword Tool

Article Directories

The Article Planet

EzineArticles
Buzzle
ArticlesBase
Amazines
GoArticles

Article Alley

IdeaMarketers

Article Dashboard

ArticleCube

ArticleCity
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