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Introduction

It took me a while to grasp how he did it...making money on the internet that is.

Casey, my 12-year-old nephew (now 15), is hardly involved in anything that 
requires his full focus or attention so it was never surprising to me to see him 
often on my old laptop for hours typing away as opposed to doing something 
sporty or constructive. Then again, I guess a kid can only be young for so long so 
I usually leave him be, especially now since I know what it is he's actually doing 
on that laptop.

All this time I thought he was just playing online games or talking to other kids on 
forums. Apparently it wasn't quite the case as it turns out. I guess through my 
own sheer ignorance, I didn't really want to nor chose to understand that making 
money through the internet was possible, especially with the amount of money-
making junk mail which somehow found its way to my inbox, convincing me that 
it was nothing more than an endless line of pyramid schemes. 

I was also aware of the blogging and social-bookmarking craze that had taken 
the world by storm with Twitter, Facebook, etc. In case you're still not up to 
speed, it's just a lot of people who post online in these big social-networking sites 
trying to make other people aware of their existence. Myself included! 

I personally didn't realize how big this blogging thing was until I saw one of 
Casey's sites. From that one site, he made $13 in commissions in a day from a 
single sale. Well to be honest, that's not exactly going to feed a family daily 
although it could buy a morning coffee/donut and a Whopper combo for lunch. So 
realistically Casey could feed himself for almost a day with the cash he's 
generated from his one site.

It's quite interesting to see what he's managed to put together in a span of almost 
three years. From what I know, he didn't start blogging until I gave him my old 
laptop in early 2007. Currently he's running about twelve different blogs, all 
completely monetized. Many of them attributed to or targeted towards difference 
niches including holiday niches. With Halloween having come and gone, he had 
revised his old Halloween Costumes blog and had made a few September sales 
off there a whole month before Halloween itself, not to mention the sales he 
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made during the month of October, especially during the weekend leading up to 
Halloween which usually is the peak where parents are preparing or buying 
costumes for their kids.

As before, I was completely ignorant to all of this until I saw for myself how he 
was going about building and running these blogs. It seemed so easy to do that 
it's kind of surprising to me that I hadn't taken a more keen interest earlier. I'm 
also now realizing the genius behind Twitter. It's easy staying in touch with my 
brothers overseas daily and it's actually fun. 
How fun is it? Almost as fun as seeing the nickels and dimes and sometimes 
even dollars generated daily from Adsense which is another source of revenue 
from Casey's blogs.

To be honest, neither Casey nor I are going to become millionaires anytime soon 
but it's nice to see an extra source of revenue coming from the internet of all 
places. I still remember my candid remarks to Casey when he said to me "Sorry,  
can't play, I gotta work!" My reply to him was "What's a 12-year-old capable of 
exactly?"

Not to ridicule him but the only jobs I knew of in which a 12-year-old could make 
money legally were either in delivering papers or mowing lawns. I didn't realize 
blogging was actually a job. And to be honest, there was not even an internet or 
a computer when I was 12:)

I'm just glad this whole blogging experience has opened my eyes. It motivated 
me to do my own little thing on the internet which ultimately led me to writing this 
ebook. I'm definitely convinced now that making money online is not a pipe-
dream at all as I had once thought and there's absolutely no reason why others 
can not improve their financial future as Casey and I are doing. With a lot of help 
from Casey, I've written out complete steps which should be easy enough to 
follow even for the pure novice. Basically you just need your computer and a 
thinking cap.

Want to give it a go? 
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Find Your Topic

Before you even contemplate building a blog or site, you need a decent topic and 
one which many other people would be interested in. What are your passions or 
hobbies? What could you write about that others would be interested in reading? 
After all, the key here is to build a blog/site that will bring in traffic.

Whenever you have a spare minute, consider jotting down some of your hobbies 
or interests. Do you know how to bake? Do you like sports? Have you lost 
weight? Do you attend concerts? Do you like to draw or paint? Are you good at 
building garden decks or repairing things? Do you like to fish? What books have 
you read? Do you like action movies?

Those are just some ideas you might explore for your blog. You need to be able 
to write content for your blog regularly and it should concern a passion of yours 
which you won't get tired of writing about often.

You want people to keep coming back to your blog and the only way to do that is 
to reach out to these people and provide them with information. Your blog is 
targeting a specific group of people who share your interests so it's vital to write a 
lot about your chosen topic. For example, I'm a horror-movie fanatic. I've 
watched hundreds of horror films throughout my life. I have noticed that there are 
thousands of other passionate horror-movie fanatics out there so I already know 
there's an audience interested in my topic. So your job right now is to jot down 
your interests and hobbies. Once you do, read on to Chapter 2 where we will 
take your topics, analyze their competition and respectively break them down into 
a niche which we can monetize. So go ahead…

5                   This Document Is Copyrighted – All Rights Reserved - JettDigitals



How A Young Kid Taught Me To Make Money Online Every Day Through Blogging

"Nothing is particularly hard if you divide it into small jobs." - Henry Ford

Analyzing the Competition

Once you've jotted down the potential topics of your blog, you must then consider 
your competition. Your competition are those sites and blogs with similar topics 
who are targeting the very audience which you will be targeting.

For example, if you decided to make a blog on Halloween, you would generally 
be competing with A LOT of sites all related to Halloween. Take a look at the 
snapshot for a search on the keyword "Halloween" on Google. Make sure to use 
quotations " " in your keyword(s) when searching for potential topics.

Phew! That's a whole lot of sites targeting Halloween as you can see. It's 
absolutely pointless trying to build a Halloween site considering the internet is 
already polluted with Halloween sites. This is an issue Casey came across when 
he went about building his Halloween blog a year back. When realizing the 
ridiculous competition he'd be facing, he instead went to plan B which was to drill 
down into another niche related to Halloween. He loves Halloween a lot, what kid 
doesn't? He had already decided that he was going to make a Halloween blog 
and no amount of competition would stop him. Talk about passionate! 
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So from there, he pulled out free keyword tools including Google Adwords, 
Google Insights, and SEO Book Keyword Tool which allowed him to identify 
keywords with less competition. What started originally with the keyword 
"Halloween" soon was drilled down to the keyword "Halloween Costumes" 
because according to the Google Adwords keyword tool, people are searching 
for Halloween Costumes on Halloween as the screenshots state:

Furthermore, the keyword "Halloween Costumes" is a whole lot less competitive 
than the keyword "Halloween". If you do a quick Google search, you'll see…

But there's still a lot of competition, which requires drilling down even further…

Get Your Micro Niche Keyword

What is a micro niche you ask? Well it's basically a niche within a niche. It's the 
most likely way for people to find you through the mass clump of sites which are 
all competing for your targeted visitors. A micro niche roughly has the following 
characteristics:

*SEO Traffic > 80 (which means the #1 ranked site on Google gets at least 80 
visitors a day)

*SEO Competition < 30,000 (which means there are less than 30,000 competing 
websites out there)
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So when you're finding your micro niche, you want to have a solid amount of 
traffic daily with the least amount of competition before you ultimately build your 
blog. You don't want to end up blogging about a subject which nobody cares 
about. Casey tends to use a paid keyword service for finding his niche or micro 
niche but you can still get by using the free keyword tools out there which I 
mentioned in the previous chapter.

As before, I was talking about Casey still needing to drill down his niche to a 
micro niche for his Halloween blog. He started off with the keyword "Halloween" 
as you remember, and drilled it down to a much less competitive keyword in 
"Halloween Costumes" but as the screenshot showed, it's still competitive 
overall. So from there, he decided that rather than blog about Halloween 
costumes in general, he would pick which Halloween Costumes particularly he'd 
like to focus on. He decided he would blog about children's Halloween costumes. 
He made his choice after further research using the free keyword tools. Take 
notice of the following screenshots when Casey researched possible keywords 
relating to children's Halloween costumes. He used different variations of 
keywords to see which had the most traffic with the least amount of competition.

Notice the enormous difference between the words "childrens" and 
"children's"?

There are many more sites out there competing for the keyword containing the 
apostrophe which means trying to rank for the word "childrens" is considerably 
easier. So Casey decided he would develop his blog targeting the keyword 
"childrens halloween costumes" which avoids the apostrophe. The competition is 
still a bit more than 30,000 but the daily traffic appeared to be really good. 
Sometimes it's ok to choose a topic which even exceeds 30,000 competing 
pages since many of those competing sites may be of low quality.
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Keyword Tools

We didn't delve much into the power of the Keyword Tool in the preceding 
chapters so we will do so just to help you become familiar with how keyword 
tools generally work. We'll run an example using the subject one of my favourite 
pastimes…fishing! 

So let's run the term 'Fishing' into the Google Adwords Keyword Tool and see 
what we get…
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I sorted the list by "Local Search Volume" which gives me a keyword list in order 
of searches. I'll tend to go lower down the list until I find a phrase with far less 
competition. Then I'll run the phrase in Google in quotations to see how many 
sites are using that same phrase which will give me an idea of my competition.

So in this case, I chose the phrases "free fishing gear" and "fishing gear for sale" 
since I'd like to blog about fishing gear. Let's take a look at the stats for local 
searches and competing pages on Google…

Free Fishing Gear
Approx 1,000 searches in Google (in a month)
Approx 3,600 or less competing pages in Google using exact phrase

Fishing Gear for Sale
Approx 1,900 searches in Google (in a month)
Approx 110,000 or less competing pages in Google using exact phrase

Obviously I would target "Free Fishing Gear" as my main keyword phrase for my 
blog article since it has less competition. But there is also something important to 
note here. Just because "Fishing Gear for Sale" presumably has 110,000 
competing pages on Google doesn't actually mean there are 110,000 competing 
pages targeting that phrase. If you actually go through the pages, the amount of 
searches on Google for this phrase ends at around 340 pages.
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So basically, Google is providing me only with relevant results for my targeted 
keyword phrase. I can easily beat out the non-listed results so they're not really a 
concern at all. My goal now would be to succeed against the 341 competing 
pages which are targeting my chosen keyword "Fishing Gear for Sale". In this 
case, I can probably compete for these keyword terms with a bit of work using 
the traffic-getting methods which we'll discuss later on.

Keyword Analysis

Hunting down potential topics for a blog is not necessarily a simple straight-
forward process. It's not always about simply inserting a keyword in Google in 
quotes, getting less than 30,000 competing pages, and then deciding that such 
keyword is your bread and butter for your new blog. Obviously the most 
important thing about blogging is to find the topic you really enjoy writing about 
but you also want to get your blog ranked high in the search engines, particularly 
Google. This is why it's important to become familiar with the keyword tools I 
listed on page 5 which are very powerful tools and give you a good scope on the 
type and amount of competition you face with your topic.

For example, you find a topic with less than 30,000 results in quotes which might 
seem like a winner. But you also must consider the STRENGTH of the 
competition on the first page or two of Google which you may compete against. 
For example, if I decided to create a site on "Superman", it would take a 
tremendous effort to get my site ranked at the very top of Google for "Superman" 
considering I'd be competing with some mighty big Superman sites and 
databases which have been around for years. And the companies running those 
Superman sites might be pouring in thousands of dollars weekly to keep their 
Superman sites at the top of Google.

On the other hand, if you find a topic with 200,000 results without quotes and the 
front page is littered with Hubs and Squidoos, then you could surpass them 
without too much effort. It's not just quantity of competition but quality of 
competition which you face which matters. Check out the first page or two of 
competition on Google of your potential topic. If it consists mainly of forum posts 
and articles, then you can compete for the top spots. If it consists of high-
authority sites, it will be exceedingly tough to get to the very top. You also will 
notice different results with different keyword tools. All results are generally 
approximations and hardly ever completely accurate. Regardless, it's best to 
make sure that you follow the general rules of topic-searching which is low 
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competition and high traffic. You'd rather be the big fish in a small pond as 
opposed to the small fish in a big pond.

On the bright side, most everybody has some kind of problem no matter how 
miniscule which they're hoping to find an answer to. Anywhere from girlfriend 
trouble to boyfriend trouble to curing illness to money handling to gardening tips 
to video game help, etc, etc, etc. There is no end! The amount of topics available 
to you for your blog are unlimited. You'll see just how many interested folk there 
are who want to read what you write. But blogging isn't restricted to problem-
solving, it can involve anything and everything. You saw a movie last night? Write 
a review! People want to know your opinion. That's what I do and I've built quite a 
crowd over time. Simply put, the internet is your oyster! We want to know what 
you have to say.

Building Your Blog

Now that the hard part is out of the way, we can take a deep breath and start 
having a little fun! It's time to create your site.  We can use Casey's Halloween 
blog as a reference. It's fairly straight-forward to create and once you set one up, 
you'll likely find yourself building more, all focusing on different topics…if you 
choose. The best blogging platform to use is Blogger which is owned by Google. 
It's quick, it's easy and best of all, you don't pay a penny. So let's get started…

First things first…you need a Google account. So go to Google and get 
yourself a Google account (at the time of writting this, you would click sign in on 
the Google home page to get started).
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The next step is to go to Blogger.com and start setting up your blog.

Name Your Blog

This is a very important step which takes some real thought. What you need to 
do is find relevant keywords for not only your blog title but your URL (website 
address). Relevant keywords in your title and URL make things much easier for 
you when you're attempting to get your blog in the top 10 rankings for your niche.

For example, when Casey developed his 'Childrens Halloween Costumes' blog, 
he gave the blog a unique URL that included all of the aforementioned keywords 
which he was optimizing his blog for. He brainstormed umpteen different 
variations of possible URLs which included those keywords in some order until 
one finally stuck. Finding a good URL can be a tough task but it's part of the 
process when developing a blog or site. There are a lot of people out there after 
all who are competing with you, which means they're also hunting for similar 
URLs as you.
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Blogs hosted on Blogger end with .blogspot.com although you have a choice to 
buy your own domain. But since we're going at this without any aid of finances, 
we'll stick with .blogspot.com. Once you've found your URL and entered the 
details required, we'll then move on to designing your blog. This should be a bit 
more relaxing now…

Choose a Template

You now will choose a template for your blog. It's usually a matter of personal 
taste but it's probably advisable to go for black text on white background since it's 
easier to read. But to each his own. So go ahead and pick your template.
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Once your template is selected (you can change it later), you will finish up the 
blog-building process and now officially have your very own website. From here, 
you'll go through the steps laid out on Blogger including creating your profile, 
layout, and monetizing the site. It's fairly straight forward but we'll touch on those 
using Casey's blogs as an example.
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"It has been my observation that most people get
ahead during the time that others waste." - Henry Ford

Design Your Blog

Once you've created your profile and entered your settings, you'll now be 
designing the layout of your blog. As you'll see in the screenshot, you will click on 
'Layout' and begin organizing the page elements. We can use Casey's "Childrens 
Halloween Costumes" blog as an example.

Casey has put his Adsense ads at the top, just underneath the header which will 
instantly catch the reader's eye, and also on the right hand side. Throughout the 
text or should I say, UNIQUE CONTENT, he has pasted in his affiliate links. He 
has also added images although it's not overly important. The header at the very 
top might have some non-designers thinking "How can I create headers and 
graphics for my site?" Well truthfully it's not a complicated process. You can 
simply do a Google search for whatever niche you're looking for and hit 'images' 
on Google which will give you hundreds or thousands of different images. Casey 
got his Halloween header image from a basic Google search for "Halloween", 
saved the image, opened it up in Paint which is a free tool on your computer, 
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saved the image as a 72dpi, and uploaded it to his blog. You'll find Paint if you go 
to Programs > Accessories > Paint. 

Don't worry, I'm going to elaborate on everything here in the upcoming chapters 
including Adsense, getting unique content, promotion, and best of all…affiliate 
programs. 

"Find your passion…then it is no longer work." - L.A. Reid (LaFace Records co-founder)
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Blog Preview

Now that we've arranged the page elements on our blog, let's take a quick 
preview to see how it looks. Here's a post from Casey's Halloween blog as an 
example.
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You can choose your template and create your layout however you like. This is 
merely one example from one of Casey's blogs. It's mainly just a guide to show 
you how quickly and easily you can get a blog going if you're willing to write 
content and have a passion for the niche you've chosen.

Blog Analysis

The main question you want to ask yourself if you were to visit your blog is "What 
do I want people to do when they come to my site?"

It's a fairly simple question depending on what your aspirations are regarding 
blogging. Do you just want your voice to be heard or do you want to make a 
sale? You can do both! Write content which you feel people might be interested 
in and try to pitch a sale at the same time. But there's a smart way to go about it.

It's never a good idea to cheapen your blog and just throw ads, banners and links 
in the face of your visitor, hoping they'll click through and buy something hence 
making you money. It's always a better idea to create valuable content and gain 
a trust amongst your visitors to the point where they'll think you're an expert or 
knowledgeable about your niche and will keep coming back to read more of what 
you have to post. And from there they will interact with you through the 
comments, leading to a relationship. Simply put, treat your visitors well. 

You're in it for the long haul and to have money coming in daily, not just to make 
a quick buck and fold your blog after a month. Furthermore, Google loves unique 
content and over time your blog will gain popularity and drive itself further up the 
rankings for your keywords through longevity and consistent posting. You ever 
notice how it's usually the oldest sites that are at the top of the Google listings? It 
takes time and effort to get to the top of Google. Quantity and quality is key! 
Good content, lots of content and you'll be rewarded with more traffic. More traffic 
means more interested visitors who care about your opinions which means more 
potential to make money!
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"Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, amateurs
built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic." - Author unknown

Adsense

What is Adsense? Well simply put, Google Adsense is a quick and convenient 
way for website publishers to display Google advertisements on their website's 
content pages and earn money. The ads are automatically configured by 
Google's savvy technology to display ads which are related to the theme of your 
site. Case in point, let's look at Casey's Halloween blog…

You'll notice the Adsense ads underneath the header. Since the content of 
Casey's blog is related to Halloween, Google knows to display ads matching that 
very content as you can see in the example shown of a random Adsense link.

So whenever a visitor clicks on one of your ads, that means money for you. 
Earnings per click vary considerably and Google will never disclose how much 
you will earn per click. It could range anywhere between a penny and up to $10 
per click…or even more! So once your account has hit the $100 mark, you are 
sent a cheque from Google. There is also an option for direct deposit. You can 
find a lot more information regarding Adsense on Google's homepage by clicking 
on the 'Advertising Programs' link. But it's important to note that just by signing 
up with Adsense doesn't necessarily mean instant riches. A high traffic site will 
have a better chance of making money with Adsense as opposed to a low traffic 
site. Mainly getting 100+ unique visitors daily can make for a little extra money 
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through Adsense so it's best to try to work on receiving traffic with good content 
instead of just pasting up Adsense links and hoping for lots of clicks immediately.

A quick word of advice? You must never click on your own Adsense links nor 
must you ever entice or bribe others to click on them. Those are grounds of 
banning from Google so be aware! Also be aware that it's good to experiment 
with ad placement in regards to Adsense. You don't want to clutter your site with 
ads but you do want them to be noticed. Even Casey's sites are tweaked 
frequently regarding layout, colour and ad placement. You will learn as you go.

Setting up Adsense

Setting up Adsense is very simple if you go through the steps as directed on 
Google's Adsense page itself. It is best to have your website ready before you 
enlist the services of Adsense. It can make the sign-up process a little bit quicker, 
especially when asked by Google for the URL to your website.
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Once you are approved by Adsense, we can then begin placing ads on our blog. 
So on your layout page, you can either click on "Add a Gadget" or, at the very 
bottom in the green bar, you can click on "Publish ads with Google Adsense" as 
seen in the screenshot on page 10. You are then taken to the Adsense layout 
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page and can choose different options regarding the placement of your Adsense 
ads.

You can also move different elements around in your layout simply by clicking 
and holding the left button of your mouse and moving the element elsewhere on 
the page. So for example, click on 'Add a Gadget' at the bottom of your layout, 
choose to enable Adsense and decide on the unit you want your Adsense to be. 
Since I want my Adsense to be width-ways underneath my header as you saw in 
the screenshot on page 13, you can pick '728 x 90 Leaderboard' and hit save. 
Then, on your layout page, you can select the Adsense element, (click and hold) 
and then drag it upwards underneath your header and then hit save. According to 
Google, the more profitable Adsense units are the 336 x 280 rectangle, the 300 x 
250 rectangle and the 160 x 600 skyscraper.  

Play around with your layout until you are satisfied. You can choose a completely 
different layout to what I have altogether. It's your site after all.
23                   This Document Is Copyrighted – All Rights Reserved - JettDigitals



How A Young Kid Taught Me To Make Money Online Every Day Through Blogging

So again, on your Blogger layout page, hit 'Add a Gadget', and a separate 
window will pop up. Choose "Adsense"…

You will then be able to configure your Adsense ads. You have the option to 
blend your ads into your site's background or make it stand out. It's up to you.
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Tracking Adsense

It's important to realize where the money is being made or not made when it 
comes to Adsense. Wherever Adsense ads are set up in our sites or blogs, we 
want to know which ads are getting clicked and which ads aren't. There's no 
point in keeping an ad unit that isn't getting noticed. It would be like a store-owner 
stocking his shelves with products that aren't selling. What would be the benefit? 
The point here is that we are trying to make money so we want our visitors to not 
only see our ads but to click them. We don't need to worry about which types of 
ads will be displayed on our blog because Google takes care of that for us as I 
already stated. But we do want to know which ads are catching the attention of 
our audience. So therefore we will use the feature called 'Channels'.
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As outlined in Google's Help section, Channels basically give you detailed 
reports concerning the performance of your ads. If you have several different 
types of ads including a leaderboard, a small rectangle and a vertical banner all 
displayed on one page, you can track each of them individually through your 
channels. So if you were to make money from Adsense but didn't know which ad 
was clicked by a visitor, channels will provide you with this very information.
So what we want to do is go to Google's Adsense page, click on 'Adsense 
Setup', and then click 'Channels'.

There are two types of channels which you may choose: URL channels and 
custom channels. URL channels help to track all the ads on a page or site 
whereas custom channels allow you to track the performance of specific ad units. 
It's your best bet to get familiar with the process of creating channels because 
you'll certainly be using them a lot as you make money from your blogs.

Get yourself set up with channels as soon as your Adsense ads are enabled. I'd 
strongly advise that you read Google's mini-guide on Optimizing with Channels. 
It's a complete step-by-step guide with screenshots included and explains in far 
more detail than I possibly could. Moving on…

"Your future is created by what you do today, not tomorrow. Do today what
you want for your tomorrows." - Robert Kiyosaki (Author - Rich Dad Poor Dad)

Affiliate Programs

Quite simply, an affiliate program is an arrangement in which a company pays 
you a commission or percentage of a sale for every customer that you send to 
their site. One of the biggest and most popular affiliate networks is Commission 
Junction. Casey has been using this network for a couple of years now and has 
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seen great results. Let's take a look at how he structures his affiliate links in his 
blog using his Halloween Costumes blog as an example:

Ever since the death of Michael Jackson, there has been an enormous surge in 
sales and overall interest in most everything related to the King of Pop, especially 
Halloween Costumes. Casey, being a big MJ fan, noticed numerous affiliate 
programs pushing new Michael Jackson costumes for Halloween this past 
October and decided to take advantage while the niche was hot.

As you can see in his Michael Jackson post, he had written a basic blog post 
describing all the new MJ costumes which were available this Halloween and in 
the very same post, he added affiliate links in blue which blended in with the 
copy. Text links are usually more attractive and convert better than big banners 
and colourful ad blocks.

So what happens if a visitor clicks on that blue 'Michael Jackson Billie Jean' text 
link? Well…they are taken to the link's destination. In this case, the destination 
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being the site offering the MJ costume which Casey advertised. And from there, 
the sale can be made.

Once the sale is completed, you will receive a commission. Casey tends to use 
two of the more popular Halloween affiliate programs on Commission Junction 
because of their high commission rates and customer support. Plus the more 
sales he makes, the higher the percentage of commission he can earn in the 
future.

You can sign up at Commission Junction quite easily simply by going to their 
website at cj.com and filling an application for a Publisher account. Once 
approved, you can search for advertisers or products by name or through the 
categories. From there, you will need to apply to an advertiser in order to sell that 
advertiser's products.
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Another preferred affiliate program which Casey uses is Amazon.com which is 
one of the biggest online marketplaces on the internet. It's very simple to use 
although referral rates are only 4% but do rise gradually after a few sales.

I began using Amazon fairly recently and the convenience of it is that I'm able to 
set up a little Amazon store of my own called an astore which I can refer people 
to on my site. Sometimes, even if people don't buy the product you advertise, you 
can still make a referral fee if that person clicks through your link and buys 
something else. But it's always a nice feeling to make a sale, big or small.  

So head on over to Amazon.com and get yourself an Affiliate account. You'll find 
the link at the bottom of the homepage called "Join Associates". The set up 
procedure is simple. Be sure to get familiar with the program and you'll soon be 
rolling! 

These are just some of our recommended affiliate programs which you can join. 
There are many others although you do want to make sure that the program you 
join is reputable and trustworthy. You should never be charged a fee to join an 
affiliate program. If you are, avoid it. Commission plans among different 
merchants and affiliate programs will vary so make sure you know the payment 
plan before you join.

There may even be a chance that you develop a site for your niche but are 
unable to find an affiliate program which sells products which you're promoting on 
your site. A search technique you can attempt that might help you find an affiliate 
program for your products is to go to Google and type:
+product name +affiliate. So for example, if I had a site on the Incredible Hulk 
and wanted to sell Hulk figures, I'd type into Google: +hulk +figure +affiliate
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The pages returned are not guaranteed to have Hulk figures affiliate programs 
but with a little looking around, you may find what you're looking for. Some of the 
returned results may in fact be the merchant sites themselves.

Inserting Affiliate Links

The process of finding and inserting affiliate links into your site is quite simple. 
We will use Casey's Halloween blog and his preferred Affiliate program 
Commission Junction to demonstrate the process.

The first thing Casey does is finds a good product to sell based upon the subject 
of his post. In this example, his Michael Myers costumes post. With the theatrical 
release of the new movie Halloween 2 and the newfound interest amongst 
movie-goers in the knife-wielding killer Michael Myers, Casey has decided to 
pitch the new Myers masks and costumes for Halloween. After writing his post, 
he then will insert affiliate links within his post and make it flow without attempting 
to make it seem like a complete sales pitch. So upon inserting links, he will first 
go to his affiliate account which is, in this case, Commission Junction. He logs in 
and searches for "Michael Myers costume" amongst all the advertisers on CJ.
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After finding the products he's going to promote, he clicks on the item which 
opens a separate browser window with details about the product along with the 
html code which he must highlight and paste into his blog post.

With the html code copied, he goes to his Halloween blog and locates his 
Michael Myers costumes post and inserts the affiliate text links. The text links are 
in blue.
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So as before, when a visitor clicks and buys, you make money.

Quick Tip: Make the most out of the 'Labels' section in your blog posts. As you 
can see in the screenshot above, the labels in the bottom right corner used to 
describe the Michael Myers costumes post include words like halloween, horror, 
michael myers, slasher, killer, maniac, murderer, halloween costumes, etc in 
order to help serve the most relevant ads from Adsense to its content.

"I'm a great believer in luck and I find the harder
I work, the more I have of it." - Thomas Jefferson
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Let's use another example regarding inserting Affiliate links and this time we will 
use Amazon. We will also cover widgets in the next chapter.

So once you are all set up with your Amazon Associates account and ready to 
start promoting products from Amazon, you will click on the 'Links & Banners' 
tab.

You will then click on 'Add Product Links Now' and from there, you will come to 
the 'Product Links' page where we can begin setting up our links for pasting on 
our blog. In this case, we will use Casey's 'Hulk Statues' blog to show you the 
process of setting up product links.

On the 'Product Links' page, you will come to the search box and you are free to 
find whatever products you choose to promote on your blog. Casey decided that 
he wanted to promote mini-statues on his Hulk blog. So in the search box, he 
goes to the 'Toys & Games' category to find Superman statues.
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Upon finding the specific Superman statue he wants to promote, he simply clicks 
on the yellow "Get Link" button on the right side and comes to the link- 
customization screen where he can get the final html code for the product.

Now Casey goes to his blog, heads over to the layout page where he can 
customize how we want things to look, and clicks on 'Add a Gadget', which will 
open up a window where he will then click on 'HTML/Javascript', enabling him to 
paste in the code for the Superman statue Amazon product-link.
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From there, once Casey has saved his edits, the Superman statue link will 
appear on the sidebar or wherever he chooses to place it. It's your blog so you 
will decide where you want your product links to appear.

Building & Inserting Widgets

A widget is primarily a stand-alone application which can be embedded in any 
area of your website merely by pasting a chunk of html code. Widgets have 
grown increasingly popular and come in a variety of applications including clocks, 
event or auction countdowns, auction tickers, daily weather, etc. For example, 
IMDB which is the biggest movie database on the internet has a whole variety of 
widgets displayed on its countless pages. Here's a screenshot of the homepage 
and you can see on the right-hand side where a rectangular Amazon.com widget 
offering DVDs is displayed.
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Casey and I tend to display our Amazon widgets on our blogs wherever it may be 
convenient. The set up is simple and you are free to choose whichever line of 
products you want to display on your widget. So when a visitor clicks on the link, 
they will be taken to the check-out page and the deal can be completed and you 
receive a commission.

Inserting your widget into your blog is a piece of cake, much like inserting affiliate 
links. We'll use Amazon.com again as an example since it's the biggest online 
marketplace and very user-friendly. So once you are approved as an Amazon 
Associate, you will click on the 'Widgets' tab which is alongside the 'Links & 
Banners' tab. You will come to this page here as seen in the screenshot.
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You can scan the widgets available until you find what you like. I tend to prefer 
the 'Recommended Product Links' widget. From there, you will click on the 
widget and fill in the details of what you want to advertise, along with keywords 
for more specific products you want displayed in your widget. Since I run a horror 
movies blog, I chose to advertise horror movies in my widget.

Once you've chosen the contents of your widget, you will be taken to the 'Select 
Size' page. There are a variety of sizes you can choose. For my horror blog, I 
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chose the 300 x 250 rectangle widget which I inserted at the end of my post 
although you are free to place the widget elsewhere on your blog. Before we get 
to that step, obviously we must grab the html code first. So once you've selected 
the widget you like, you'll come to this screen and you'll highlight the html code 
for your widget.

Then you will go to your blog's layout page, click on "Add a Gadget" and a 
window will open with options. You will select the "HTML/Javascript" option and 
insert your widget's html code inside it and click 'save'.
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Easy eh? Now go view your blog and see how it all looks. There are many other 
options in the "Add a Gadget" link on Blogger. Let's see how my horror blog is 
looking with my newly inserted Amazon horror-movies widget…
My horror-movies widget will immediately capture the attention of the reader. And 
anytime somebody clicks through my widget and either buys the product listed or 
another product altogether, I will receive a percentage of the sale made. 
Promoting products which relate to the theme of your blog will be far more 
beneficial since you are promoting to a targeted audience. I promote horror 
movies on a horror blog. Therefore those who like horror movies will be more 
likely to click my links. 
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Getting Traffic

This is one of the more demanding tasks when it comes to succeeding online. 
Traffic is what drives sales and profits and without it, having a site or blog 
basically serves no purpose. Traffic is generated through content, links, and 
marketing. You may have heard the phrase "Content is King" and rest assured 
that a site will fail miserably if it lacks any kind of relevant content which is useful 
to its visitors. Google absolutely loves original content and if your site has new 
and relevant content with keywords pertaining to your niche which are used 
throughout your content, Google will reward you by moving your site up the 
rankings. Long term success is dependant upon a site that offers reliable 
information and quality content on a particular niche.

Link Building: Aside from content, another process that is factored into a site's 
ability in gaining traffic is through linking to and from other sites. The more quality 
links you have from other quality niche-related sites, the better your ranking will 
be in the search engines. For example, Casey's Halloween blog has links coming 
from several high-authority Halloween sites which helps Casey's blog in the 
rankings for his keywords. Google's thinking is "If these sites are recommending 
his blog, then it must be a pretty good blog!"  Good backlinks help a lot!

So let's head over to 'Layout' on your blog setup and click on 'Add a Gadget'. It 
will open up the window of gadgets. The one we want for establishing our long 
list of preferred links, or more appropriately 'favourites', is this gadget here which 
is called 'Link List'.

This will open up the 'Configure Link List' window where you can insert the 
details and URLs of your favourite sites. These obviously will be the sites which 
you want linking to your own site and vice versa. So before you gather up a list of 
related sites which you want linking to your own site, it's best to add those sites 
to your 'Link List' first. And from there, you can visit those very sites and request 
through email to the site's webmaster that they add your site to their own list of 
links. It's generally a trade-off with two sites helping eachother. You can keep 
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adding to your backlinks and before soon, Google will realize the importance of 
your site and will increase the authority and ranking of your site as time goes by.

"I don't need time. What I need is a deadline." - Duke Ellington, jazz artist
Submit Articles: This is another very effective way in driving traffic to your site. 
When you submit an article to a directory, you are given access to a resource 
box which enables you to add a link to your site. The article directory which 
Casey uses for his blogs is Ezine Articles which is the biggest and most popular 
article directory today and is free to join at ezinearticles.com. There are others 
I've listed in the 'Recommended Resources' section at the end of this book which 
also contain article sites which you can borrow content from to put on your site.

When you create your account on Ezine Articles, make sure your "bio box" or 
"resource box" is very well written and includes the link to your site.

42                   This Document Is Copyrighted – All Rights Reserved - JettDigitals



How A Young Kid Taught Me To Make Money Online Every Day Through Blogging

Make sure to read the Ezine Articles terms of service fully. You are not at all 
allowed to insert your affiliate links into your resource box. That is ok because 
you are inserting a link to your site which is fully compliant with Ezine's rules.
Another thing to be careful of is that every article you submit must be your own 
unique content. You can't rip off content from elsewhere on the internet and post 
it as your own on Ezine. You can browse around for ideas but your article must 
be in your own words. Play by the rules and Ezine will gladly send you traffic.

Social Bookmarking: Another very good traffic-gaining method is to bookmark 
each post you make. For example, every time you make a post on your blog, you 
will submit that same post to the biggest social bookmarking places out there. I 
personally prefer Digg, StumbleUpon, Propeller, Delicious, Faves, and Mixx. It's 
important to repeat your keyword in your post a few times including in your title. 
For example, when Casey was selling G.I Joe Halloween costumes, he reiterated 
the phrase "G.I Joe Halloween costumes" a couple of times in his post before 
sending it off to the aforementioned social bookmarking sites. From there, those 
sites link back to his blog with the same keyword which helps drive traffic to his 
site. You can use socialmarker.com which is a quicker process in getting your 
posts bookmarked. You will have to sign up for each social bookmarking site 
which will take merely seconds and you're on your way! Do remember to only 
submit to 5-10 services per site per day and change your title and description for 
every 5 sites you submit to, per site. Follow these guidelines and you're set. 
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Posting in Blogs/Forums: A lot of folk like to participate in group discussions 
online through live chats or message boards. It's easy to spread the word about 
your site through such places but a more convenient method is to put your blog 
URL into your signature which again counts as a backlink much like the link-
building method I mentioned earlier. If you don't know what a signature is, it's 
basically the footer of a post on a forum where you can display verbiage or 
images. In this space, you are free to post whatever you like which includes your 
URL.

Submit Comments: Another great method similar to link building is to search for 
related blogs in Google and to add comments in the comments section. For 
example, Casey will hunt for "Halloween blogs" on Google, find some of the 
better or more popular ones out there and leave a comment along with a link 
back to his own site.
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It's important to leave a quality comment which describes the actual post as 
opposed to a silly comment like "Hey your site rocks!" if you know what I mean.
Doing this once a day amounts up to 7 backlinks a week from relevant blogs all 
relating to your niche. When Google sees this, they automatically realize the 
theme of your blog and with all the relevant links adding up from other quality 
blogs, your site will be ultimately rewarded over time…rest assured! 

"Many of life's failures are men who didn't realize how close
they were to success when they gave up." - Thomas Jefferson

Ping

How do you immediately notify the search engines that your blog has been 
updated? Easy! You simply Ping your blog! There are a whole lot of different 
pinging tools and services out there. Casey uses pingoat.com but there's also 
pingler.com and pingomatic.com which are all adequate.
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In Closing

So now we're at the end and in closing we hope you enjoyed reading this ebook 
as much as Casey and I enjoyed writing it. We also certainly hope you found the 
information useful and that the steps involved are clear and concise to the point 
where you can implement them without confusion and start on your own journey 
in making a secondary source of revenue…if not multiple streams of revenue!

A common new year's resolution which I've noticed amongst friends tends to 
involve the need to make more money. Often people will think that working 
harder is the only way to make more money. Those who have succeeded in 
making more money will often say that working smarter is the best way to make 
more money. I personally know many people who work hard but those same 
people lack direction thus venturing down a pointless path altogether. I made 
mistakes early and I learned from them. You will not make those mistakes. 
Casey and I have led you towards the correct path through our guide…now we 
want you to walk through it and succeed.

Are you going to be one of the many who will simply promise yourself over and 
over to get started on building your site once you have enough free time to do 
so? Or are you going to be one of the few who will take action immediately in 
order to improve your financial future? The choice is yours...
We really hope you choose the latter. Good luck! 
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Recommended Resources

Keyword Tools

Google Keyword Research Tool

Google Insights for Search

SEO Book Keyword Tool

Article Directories

The Article Planet

EzineArticles

Buzzle

ArticlesBase

Amazines

GoArticles

Article Alley

IdeaMarketers

Article Dashboard

ArticleCube

ArticleCity
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