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Part One - Getting Started 
 
Chapter 1 – Introduction 
 
Does the idea of working online and earning money from the comfort of your own home sound 

appealing to you?  More people are taking advantage of the wonderful opportunities online to 

earn their own money and be their own boss while not having to leave their home.  Working from 

home can be fun and easy.  In as little as 30 days you can begin earning a profit from your online 

business. 

 

Ever since the internet became part of our daily lives, internet businesses have been popping up all 

over the net.  The convenience of the internet cannot be too understated.  It allows people to 

communicate with those all over the world with a click of the mouse.  It can enable people to have 

business meetings without leaving the office.  It can also allow someone to work from home.  

More people in the work force are working from home as it is not always necessary to go into the 

office.  Still others are deciding to branch out on their own and create their own businesses online.   

 

Anyone can make a living working from online at home.  You just have to know what talents you 

do have and how to direct those talents.  If you have a computer, you can use it to play games and 

e-mail friends, or you can use it to work for you.  It is your choice.  If you want to have your own 

business, be your own boss and work from the comfort of your own home, you can do so online.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Imagine getting up in the morning whenever you please, making a cup of coffee and heading to the 

office which is located in your home - still wearing your pajamas!  More people are doing this 

each year.  Imagine being your own boss and not having to answer to anyone but yourself and 



your customers.  Imagine having no limit on to what you can make if you  want to work hard. 

 

The dream of working online from your home can easily become a reality if you follow the simple 

instructions in this guide.  Here you will learn all about the different ways that anyone can make 

money by working online from their home, no matter what sort of skills they have or do not have. 

 
Working from home online and earning money should be viewed as the same as any other business 

that you begin on your own.  You must keep accurate records and be disciplined.  Realize that it 

takes time to get started and build up your business online.  You can continue to work at your 

outside job when getting started, but in order for you to succeed and make real money, you will 

have to treat your online money making business as a full time job.  That means that if you like to 

sleep late, you will need to also stay up late and work in order to succeed. 

 

If you have the time and determination, you can be successful at making money online from your 

own home, no matter what your skills or talents.  If you are not self disciplined and fear that you 

may end up wasting time and not working when you are at home, do not worry.  This is something 

that can be taught and you will receive some tips on working from home in this book.  The only 

thing you need to be successful and work from home online is a computer, a willingness to learn 

new concepts and steely determination.  If you have those, you are ready to begin your new 

exciting career on the fast track to making money online from home! 

 
 

 
 
 
Chapter 2 – How To Get Started 
 
The first thing you need to do is to figure out what you know how to do and what you would like to 

do with your time online.  Do you have any specific talents?  Are you tech savvy and understand 

how to set up a website?  Do you enjoy selling products and have a bit of money to spend for 

stock?  Do you like to write or film videos?  Do you have absolutely no talent but still want to 

make money?  No matter what your answer to the aforementioned questions,  as long as you 

have a computer that works, you can make money online. 

 

Your individual talents, or lack of talents, will determine what you can do online.  No matter what 

type of talent you have or do not have, if you have a computer, you can learn to make money online 

from the comfort of your home.  Take stock of what you have and make sure that your computer 

is in good working order.  From now on, your computer is no longer an electronic instrument in 

your home, but your business partner.  Make sure that you take care of it as you will become 

dependent upon this piece of technology to earn a living.   

 

One of the first things you will want to do prior to starting your business is open a Paypal account.  

Many online businesses pay through Paypal or similar online banking options.  Paypal is an easy 

account to open.  You can link it with your bank account or credit card and easily receive 

payments to your account.  If you apply for the Paypal Debit Card, you can use it as a credit card 



when shopping and receive a rebate back for every purchase.  You can also transfer funds from 

your Paypal account to your bank account free of charge.  There are other online services such as 

Paypal, but for the current time, Paypal is the most popular.  

 

 

 
 

  

 
Do not be afraid of opening a Paypal account.  Contrary to popular belief, it is not risky and the 

site is very secure.  You will be required to provide certain information, including credit or debit 

card information and your bank information and then verify that this information is accurate.  

This can take several days before you are certified so you should start this process as soon as you 

know that you are going to open a business.  There is no charge to open a Paypal account. 

 

Once you have opened a Paypal account, you can get started making money online from the 

comfort of your home.  You just have to decide what it is that you want to do. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 – The Secret Of Online Success - The Website 
 
Most people who are successful at making money online have their own website.  A website is not 

like a web page, like a MySpace page.  It is an entire site that needs a domain name, a server and 

must be set up either using software designed to create a website or by someone who knows how to 

create a website online.  Website design is an art specialty and many people go to school to learn 

this skill.  We will be talking about how people who know how to design websites can make 

money online later in this book, but for now, suffice to say that if you really want to make big 

money, you will get your own website. 

 

There are many different things that you can do with your website.  You can sell products from 

your website, you can host ads, you can even become an affiliate for one of the many online 

marketing companies.  No matter what you plan to do online, chances are that you will need a 

website.   



 

Because there are so many opportunities for anyone who has their own website online, it may help 

you to learn how to create your own website, how to register a domain name and how to find a 

server to host your website.  Once you learn how to create your own website, there is no limit as to 

the number of websites that you can create and collect money from.  We will begin talking about 

how you can make money on your website in the next chapter.   

 

If you have a friend who knows how to create websites, you may be able to form a partnership with 

him or her and split any profits you make on your website business with your partner.  This may 

be cheaper than hiring someone to create the website for you.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
You will want to make sure that you create an independent website where you are free to post ads 

of your own and also sell whatever you like.  There are many places online that offer a low rate to 

host a website for individuals and give you the templates you need to create the website.  While 

these types of websites may be ideal for family style websites, they are not advisable for those who 

want to make money off of advertising on their website as they usually prohibit ads.  If you think 

you are going to make money off of your Yahoo sponsored website, think again.  You are going to 

need to get your own website and your own server in order to be able to sponsor ads and products.  

 

You do not have to worry about what to put on your website.  Not yet.  Content is easy to find 

and plentiful online.  You can also create your own content quite easily.  You just want to get 

your website up and going, have your Paypal account ready and then you will be in the position to 

begin making money online from the comfort of your own home. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Part Two - Making Money Online With A Website 

 
Chapter 4 – Becoming An Affiliate 
 
If you have a website, you can make some money from commission sales by becoming an affiliate 

of one of the many online marketing companies that represent certain products.  The products are 

advertised on your website and when people purchase these online products or services, you get a 

percentage of the profit.   

 

How does this work?  Let us use auto insurance for an example.  You become an affiliate of a 

marketing company that advertises  ABC Auto Insurance Company.  ABC Auto Insurance 

Company logos and ads appear on your website and every time someone who clicks on your 

website clicks on the ad and purchases ABC Auto Insurance, you get a percentage of the sales 

commission.  In some cases, percentages are as high as 25 percent.  And you are not limited only 

to ABC Auto Insurance.  You can also advertise other online products on your website.  And 

every time someone purchases one of these internet products or services, you get a cut of the profit. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
It does sound easy.   It is very simple.  It costs nothing to become an affiliate, you need only sign 

up and wait for the profits to be deposited into your Paypal account.  Most of these online 

marketing companies pay directly once a month through Paypal.  The trick is attracting people to 



your website.  The only way to do this is to have some sort of content on your website that will 

attract visitors.  But you do not want just any visitors to your website.  You want visitors who 

want to purchase car insurance and the other products for which you get a commission.  

Becoming an affiliate is easy.  Getting traffic to your website is a whole different ball game. 

 

You need to attract people to your website who may be customers of ABC Auto Insurance.  

Therefore, you need content that will be picked up in the search engines that will appeal to people 

who may purchase ABC Auto Insurance.  Find out about ABC Auto Insurance.  Is it a discount 

rate insurance company that panders to young people?  If that is the case, you can put stock your 

website with content that will attract young men and women who may be in the market for cheap 

auto insurance.   

 

You can use videos, photos, music and text on your website to attract traffic to your website.  

Videos are becoming more popular and humorous videos are often shown on sites like “You Tube” 

and other internet video sharing sites.  A funny video that has something that would attract young 

people can be placed on “You Tube” with a blurb about your site.  This is but one way to attract 

potential customers of ABC Auto Insurance to your website. 

 

 

 
 

 

An even better way is to put SEO text in your website designed to attract people who want to 

purchase auto insurance.  SEO  stands for search engine optimized.  This means that you will 

use certain keywords that people, when searching through the internet for information, will pick up 

in the search engines.  You can have several articles on your website that use the words “discount 

auto insurance” throughout the article so that when someone does a search for “discount auto 

insurance” your website pops up.  They click on your website and peruse your article, and with 

any luck, they click on the ad for ABC Auto Insurance and sign up.  Then you get a commission.  

Of course, it will take more than one SEO article about auto insurance and more than one visitor to 

your website to get you on the track of making money, but you get the idea. 

 

We will talk about promoting your website later in this book.  For now, let it suffice that you 

should have articles on your website that pertain to the products of which you are an affiliate.  If 



you cannot write your own SEO articles for your website, there are plenty of writers online who 

will be glad to write for your website.  You can offer to pay for their articles upfront or you can 

promise them a percentage of any profits that you make.   

 

Becoming an affiliate for an online marketing site is easy, free and is an ideal way to make money 

online from the comfort of your home.  The only thing you need is a website with some content.  

Once you have the ads, you can continue to add to your content and promote your website to 

people who will be interested in the products you are pandering. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 5 – Website Ads 
 
Most people online have seen ads on different websites.  These ads are placed in strategic places 

and on websites where they have some sort of relevance.  You can sign up with Adsense for free 

and Google will place ads on your website that are appropriate to the content you have on your 

website.  Each time someone clicks on the ads, you make money.  Each month, Google will 

deposit money into your Paypal account depending on how many people clicked on the ads. 

 

Using Adsense or other online ad companies on your website is a bit different than being an 

affiliate of an online marketing site.  For one thing, you do not have any direct control over the ads 

that appear on your site.  Google uses a program designed to search for key words in your content 

to decide which ads to place on your website.  For example, if your site is all about Aromatherapy, 

then your google ads will most likely be for different products that pertain to Aromatherapy 

products and other alternate therapy and new age products.   

 

 



 
 

 

Again, the trick to making money off of Adsense or any other online company that places ads on 

your website and gives you money for each time they are clicked on is to get traffic to your 

website.  Your website content can continue to change.  You can use SEO articles to drive traffic 

from the search engines to your site.  Most people who opt to make money off of ads on their 

websites generally like to specialize in a particular subject matter.   

 

There is nothing stopping you from being an affiliate and using ads on your website.  You are best 

not to put all of your eggs in one basket.  However, if you plan to be successful with making 

money off of your website from ads and commissions, you are best to update your website often 

with fresh SEO articles and specialize in a certain product or area.   

 

Adsense is only one online company that offers money for website owners who host their ads.  

There are many others out there that will do the same.  Getting the ads and the affiliate programs 

is easy.  Your job will be promoting your website and increasing traffic.  You will not make any 

money on ads or commission sales if you do not have anyone coming to your website. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 6 – Tips To Promote Your Website 
 
There are many different ways to promote a website.  In order to properly promote your website, 

you have to figure out what type of people would enjoy visiting your website and will be interested 



in your ads and products that you are selling.   

 

If, for example, you have a website that is all about Aromatherapy, you must figure out the 

demographics of the type of people who would be interested in this healing art.  Chances are that 

they will be mostly young women. 

 

You can then go to different sites where young women hang out on the internet.  You can try 

some of the alternative healing sites and peruse the forums.  Many websites have forums where 

you can post links or information.  Learn where your potential customers are and start showing 

up.  Tell them about your website and your services and, if possible, post a link to your website.  

Searching out potential customers and posting information on forums is but one way to increase 

traffic to your website. 

 

Yet another way to promote your website is by using free social gathering websites, such as 

MySpace and Facebook to talk about your website and post links to the website after you have told 

everyone all of the benefits.  This is not the time to be shy.  Make sure that you take advantage of 

all of the social websites on the internet and try to make as many online friends as possible.  Invite 

these people to visit your website if they want to learn more about aromatherapy, or whatever is the 

topic of your website.  Many social websites also have forums where you can post links to your 

website as well.  Be friendly and make sure that you make as many friends as possible to draw to 

your website. 

 

 

 
 

 

Chances are that you have dozens of people in your e-mail address book.  Each time you post a 

new SEO article on your website, make sure that you send out a link to everyone in your e-mail 

address book and ask them to pass the information to their friends.  Never underestimate the 

power of word of mouth.  Many of your internet friends will be glad to pass on the information to 

their friends if you ask them.   



 
The best way to promote your website, however, is to continue to maintain attractive content that 

pertains to the ads and products of your website by using a constant influx of SEO articles.  This is 

the best way for your website to be discovered in the search engines and will give you maximum 

exposure on the internet.   

 

Leave no stone unturned whenever trying to promote your website online.  Remember that the 

more traffic you generate towards your website, the more money you will make from the ads and 

possible sales of any products for which you are an affiliate.  Use all avenues open to you to 

continue to promote so that you can continue to make money online while working from your 

home. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 7 – Selling Your Own Products 
 
If you have anything to sell on your website, do not hesitate to use your website as an online store 

to sell products relating to those discussed on your website.  Remember we talked about a website 

that talks about Aromatherapy.  Suppose, in addition to procuring ads and becoming an affiliate 

for online marketing companies you also decide to sell your own home made Aromatherapy 

products or products purchased in bulk that you can sell individually online at a profit?   

 

You can give your customers the opportunity to pay for the products by Paypal.  Setting up a 

secure order form is not difficult for a person who understands how to design a website.  Your 

website will consist of many different pages, all discussing the benefits of Aromatherapy and the 

different ways you can use it to heal.  Then you can have a tab for a store where people can order 

products.   

 

Now, in addition to earning a percentage of the profits from your affiliate programs and every time 

someone clicks on the ads on your website, you can also earn a profit from anything you decide to 

sell.  By combining marketing, advertising and your own products, you can really put your 

website to work for you.  Of course, you will still have to work diligently to continue to maintain 

the site and draw additional traffic using some of the means discussed in the last chapter. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 8 – Linda's Story 
 
Linda had a mortgage and two children to support when she was downsized from her job at a large 



corporation.  She had little money put aside and had no idea what she was going to do.  It seemed 

as though the jobs in her field were few and far between. 

 

Linda had been paying a good portion of her income to the daycare center to care for her children 

when she was at work.  Her ex-husband also contributed to the care as well as the day care 

expenses.  Linda missed the days when she was able to stay home with her children and, more 

than anything,  longed to work from home so she could spend more time with her children. 

 

A friend told her about Adsense and how she was making money from people clicking on the ads 

on her website.  She suggested to Linda that she do the same thing to earn a few extra bucks until 

she got a job.  Linda had no idea what type of website she wanted to begin.  Her friend suggested 

that she begin with something in which she had an interest.  Linda always liked Rock and Roll 

when she was younger and noticed that a lot of the younger people were now interested in what 

they now called “Classic Rock.”  She decided to have a website devoted to Classic Rock. 

 

 

 
 

 

Linda was lucky.  Her friend was able to set up the website for her for free and showed Linda how 

to make changes and add content.  Then she suggested that Linda start adding content so that she 

could attract people to the website. 

 
Using videos that she uploaded from You Tube the depicted Classic Rock artists, Linda began to 

fill her website with videos and content about her favorite classic rock bands.  She became an 

affiliate for an online marketing company that sold, of all things, auto insurance and a discount 

rate.  This appealed to young people.  Because she quickly learned how to write SEO articles, 

ads began appearing on her website for CDs , books and other items relating to rock stars.  Before 

she knew it, Linda was earning a little bit of money from the ads and the online marketing 

companies of which she was an affiliate. 

 



Linda used MySpace and other places where young people hung out on the internet to promote her 

site.  Before long, she had a forum of her own incorporated on her website where young people 

congregated to talk about their favorite classic rock bands.  In addition to young people, older 

people also began to visit the site.   

 

An opportunity presented itself to Linda to purchase some vintage style Rock T-Shirts.  Linda 

was a bit hesitant about investing any money into her new venture, but, once again, her friend 

talked her into it.  After six months, Linda was glad that she began selling the T-Shirts.  She 

stopped looking for another job and although she continued to promote her website and increase 

the content and sales, she had more time to spend with her children, was able to work from her 

home and make money online.   

 

Linda is just one of many individuals who took the fast track to success and decided to become 

their own boss and make money from their homes by working online.  Using a website to make 

money through affiliate programs, ads and even by selling merchandise is just one way that you, 

like Linda, can achieve financial independence from the privacy of your own home by working 

online. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Part Three - Selling Your Talents 

 
Chapter 9 – Work For The Tech Savvy 
 
Tech savvy individuals can earn money online right from the comfort of their own home by setting 

up websites for hapless individuals who want nothing more than to have their website but have 

absolutely no technical skills whatsoever.  Many people would love nothing better than to have a 

website in which to sell products or even voice political or social views.  There are many reason 

why individuals want websites, not all of them have to do with business and selling.  However, 

most individuals are willing to pay someone to set up a website for them. 

 

Someone with the knowledge of the computer skills needed to not only design a full functioning 

website but also knows how to register the domain name and get a server can really make a lot of 

money advertising their services both online and on free ad lists such as Craig’s List.  In addition 

to charging to set up the website, an individual can charge clients a fee for maintaining and hosting 

the website.  There is really no end to making money at home on the internet for anyone who 

knows anything about computers.   

 

In addition to setting up individual websites, a tech savvy independent entrepreneur can also use 



his or her skills to set up websites for local businesses.  This may require soliciting local 

businesses, but once you get a few businesses to use your skills, you will be well on your way to 

having a booming online work from home business.  You can charge business clients a bit more 

than you do individuals and chances are that they will need more help in maintaining the business 

website.  A few business websites to maintain will be enough to get your started in your own 

online business. 

 
Another option for a tech savvy individual with rudimentary writing skills to make money from 

home online is to write about technical issues for one of the many online writing sites that offer 

upfront money for articles about computer issues and technical advice.  Use your knowledge of 

computers to make money for you in many different ways online, right from the comfort of your 

own home.   

 

 

 
 

 

Technical writers are always in demand online.  Technical writers tend to make more money than 

other writers online, particularly those who are experts in a certain technical field.  If you consider 

yourself a computer expert, have the knowledge of how to set up websites and use codes to create 

graphics, you can make a nice living selling your services and knowledge to others online.   

 

There is no limit as to how many people will want to use your services, particularly if you continue 

to educate yourself about any new technology in the computer world.  Potential customers can 

include everyone from those in Fortune 500 companies to individual who want to sell items on 

Ebay but do not know how to use HTML codes to make their auctions stand out.  And advertising 

your services can be done with ease and very little expense. 

 

One way to promote such a business is to contact people who are struggling to make a living on 

online auctions with poorly written and unattractive auction pages.  You can contact them 

through e-mail and send them a sample of what their page could look like if you were designing the 

auction page for them.   

 



Another way to promote your business is to take a look at some of the smaller websites online that 

look poorly constructed.  Offer your services as an expert website designer to those individuals or 

businesses and give them samples of what their website could look like. 

 

If you are selling a service, such as website design, you should have a website of your own that is 

state of the art where you can refer potential customers.  This can give people an idea of what you 

can do - it is similar to a resume.   

 

Payments to you for your services can be done through Paypal or other online escrow services.  

You need never even leave your home and can have a thriving career right online in your own 

living room! 

 

Anyone who wants to promote a service online must use every avenue available to sell that service.  

Advertising is not as effective as contacting customers directly and building a rapport with them.  

If you can get them to take a look at your work, you can get them hooked. 

 

 

 
 

 
As for selling your technical expertise by writing, there are hundreds of different websites online 

who will be glad to pay you for your knowledge, even if your writing is not perfect.  Associated 

Content is one that will pay writers for technical knowledge.  Get A Freelancer is another website 

where someone with technical knowledge can get hundreds of freelance writing jobs relating to 

technical issues and computer knowledge.  The aforementioned are just two instances where 

someone can make money by writing about their technical knowledge online.  The sites pay 

directly to an online account or to Paypal and you do not have to even leave the comfort of your 

home.  Best of all, you can work as hard as you want and the sky is the limit as to how much you 

can make.   

 

Tech savvy individuals have never to leave the house.  There are many people online who will be 

glad to pay you for your knowledge, whether you actually do the work for them by setting up and 

maintaining a website, or write about different technological issues, there is a big calling for 

anyone with technical knowledge to share that knowledge.  Those who have the knowledge can 

name their price and work online from the comfort of their own home, making a good living. 

 



Chapter 10 – Money For Blogging 
 
Do you like to blog?  Do you have a MySpace page where you reveal all of your personal 

information to a bunch of strangers?  Do you post videos of yourself online for the amusement of 

your online friends?  Have you built up a steady readership of people who seem to be interested in 

your mundane life because it reads like some sort of twisted soap opera?  If this is the case, why 

are you wasting your time on MySpace?  Get a blog on a site like Blogger.com where you can get 

procure Google ads that will pay you money ever time someone clicks on one of the ads on your 

website.   

 

Google ads are small, one line ads that are often made to look like links to other pages.  They have 

catchy headings and can be put on personal, privately owned websites as well as some blogging 

websites, such as Blogger.com.   

 

The secret to getting the ads on to your website is to first build up a readership.  You can do this by 

making “friends” with other people who are on the site.  Read their blogs, comment and invite 

them to visit your page.  The more traffic you generate to your site, the more google will be 

interested in putting Adsense ads on your blog page.  And the more readers you will continue to 

get to read your blogs. 

 

 

 
 

 

Another secret to getting the ads onto your website and making money is to make sure that your 

content is relevant to the ads promoted by Adsense.  If you have an obscure website about 

Actresses from the 1930s, you may have a difficult time getting advertisers on your site.  And you 

will have even a more difficult time getting people to click on those ads.  For this reason, it is 

important that your website be about something that people enjoy reading about as well as one that 

will pander to the many different online ads.  If you are unsure about online ads, take a look at 

those that you see on various websites.  You will see ads for health products such as medications, 



insurance, dating advice, dieting and pet care.   

 

You will want to make sure that you use plenty of “keywords” in the online content for your 

website.  It does not matter if you are a good writer when you put in your online content although 

you should watch your spelling and your grammar.  The most important thing about your blog is 

that you use as many of the key words that will generate ads to your website as possible.  While 

you do not want to saturate the content with keywords, as Google will sometimes reject such 

articles and they will never reach the search engines,  

 

When you use key words in your blog writing, your blog will be picked up in the search engines for 

those who are looking for those keywords.  Pet Insurance can be a subject to cover.  You can talk 

about Pet insurance and use it in every paragraph.  Use the phrase about 10 times in a 400 word 

article.  You may get some google ads that pertain to pets.   

 

In order to continue to procure readers to your blog for money site, as well as ads, you will  have 

to continue to ad content to your blog as often as possible.  The more popular the blog is with 

readers, the more people will begin reading the blog, responding and clicking on the different ads 

for pet products that will start to appear.  This is how you make money blogging on the internet. 

 
The beauty part is that you do not have to stop with one blog.  If you have more than one idea, you 

can begin another blog and about another popular subject, such as Hollywood Celebrities.  People 

love to read gossip about the stars or what is going on with popular TV shows.  You can start a fan 

blog site and spend a few minutes each day blogging about the latest antics of Lindsay Lohan or 

Britney Spears.  Use their names enough in your blogs and you will trigger ads from Google 

Adsense.  Then, as people begin clicking on the blog, they will start clicking on your ads. 

 

 

 



 

 

Do not depend on one website or one blog to make all of your money when blogging.  I am sure 

that you have heard the phrase “make money blogging online.”  Yes, you can make money 

blogging online, but only if you tap into the popular markets and create many different blogs.  

Again, you do not have to be Charles Dickens to write a blog about Britney Spears.  Just make 

sure you use her name enough so that the blog is search engine optimized.  We will be talking 

about search engine optimized articles in the next chapter.  All it means is that you are using 

enough key words for the article or blog to be picked up in the search engines.  You have to be 

careful not to oversaturate the article, however, or it may end up getting rejected by the search 

engine. 

 

Blogging for money can be a fun and creative way to earn money from your home while working 

online.  It does take a bit of time to build up a readership.  You can advertise your blog on forums 

that relate to the topic of your blog.  For example, the blog about the pet insurance can be 

discussed on forums for people who like to talk about pets.  You can join the forum and begin 

discussing your blog.  Make a few friends and start posting your link to your blogs.  Invite people 

on your e-mail list to visit your blogs.  Leave no stone unturned when trying to generate traffic to 

your blog, but realize that the best way for your blog to be discovered is by utilizing key words in 

your content. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 11 – Writing SEO Articles 
 
Writing SEO articles is easy and can be a profitable way to make money working online from the 

comfort of your own home.  SEO stands for “Search Engine Optimized” and requires an 

individual to use a certain amount of keywords in the articles that are written for other individuals.  

SEO articles are generally short, one page articles that require a certain density of keywords.  The 

keywords are usually given to the author prior to writing the article and it is up to the writer to do 

any research and incorporate the key words into the article. 

 

There are many different online website producers who will pay money for SEO articles written by 

writers.  Writers who want to write SEO articles for a living online should understand a little 

about keywords and keyword density and be well versed in the topics on which they are writing.  

It is important for the information contained in the articles to be accurate and for the articles to 

contain good grammar and no spelling errors.  Fortunately, most people with word processing 

programs have spell check built right into the program.  However, writers should take some time 

to proofread what they are writing to eliminate any glaring errors. 

 

SEO articles do not pay much for a writer, however, there are many websites where a writer can 

pick up jobs to write SEO articles for money and most of them pay directly into the Paypal account 

or other online escrow account.  Safeguards are in place for most writers as well as clients who 



hire the writers to make sure that no one cheats another person in the business transaction.  One of 

the safeguards used on one popular site is the escrow system.  The website owner who hires the 

freelance writer to create an SEO article puts the money in an escrow account in good faith.  After 

the articles are accepted, the money is released to the writer.  This works well for both the writer 

and the client. 

 
Where are SEO articles used?  On websites as content fillers.  Many people would rather spend 

their time creating websites and generating ads as well as becoming affiliates than by writing 

articles.  Writing articles takes time, certain skills and, in many cases, research.  It is often 

cheaper and much more time effective for a website owner to pay a ghostwriter a few bucks for a 

SEO article that can be used on his or her website to generate ads.  This way, the website owner 

can concentrate on creating more websites, generating more ads and not having to bother about 

writing content.   

 

Writers who want nothing better than to make a career at being a freelance writer often get a start 

by writing SEO articles to pay the bills.  Although this may not be the creative writing for which 

they long, or significant political commentary, it is very helpful when it comes time to pay the bills 

and is the best way to make a living as a freelance writer online.  If you have a knack for writing 

and want to learn more about writing SEO articles as a freelancer online, take a look at some of the 

websites that offer pay for those who do copywriting or SEO articles, such as “Get A Freelancer” 

and see if this is something that you would like to explore. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 – Writing Online 
 
Suppose you want to get paid for writing online but do not want to write SEO articles or technical 

articles.  Suppose you only want to write humor or dating stories.  Can you make a living doing 

this online? 

 

The answer is “possibly.”  It is difficult, however, unless you are an exceptional writer and have 

the ability to crank out at least 20 articles a day on different subjects.  There are certain sites 

online that will pay for creative writing.  You can take a look at e-zines that pay for stories, poetry 

and light reading articles.  If you write science fiction, you are in pretty good shape.  There are 

dozens on online publications that are seeking writers who can come up with a good science fiction 

story. 

 

Erotica is another genre that pays well and where it is possible to make a living writing online from 

the comfort of your own home.  However, erotica is not what it seems.  It is more than just 

writing about sexual encounters.  People who write erotica stories must be familiar with the genre 

and follow the guidelines of the online publication. 

 

Restaurant reviews are also popular to write about online.  There are a few sites online that will 



pay you a few bucks for writing restaurant reviews.  However, in order to make any sort of living 

at this, you had better be prepared to write at least 20 reviews a day, every day. 

 

Writing creatively online can be profitable for those who have a steady market of readers.  Plenty 

of websites pay writers for how many page views they get on their articles.  There are also sites 

where one can submit a story or article and sell it to others online for a small fee.   

 

If you are planning on writing online for a living and dislike the idea of writing SEO articles, be 

prepared to work very hard in this very competitive field.  You will experience quite a bit of 

rejection at first, but you must be persistent and not give up.  It can take years to develop a 

following, however, it can be done.  Once you have built up a following, you may even want to 

write an e-book and sell it to your readers.    Just remember that there are many people online 

who think that they are the next Norman Mailer and you are competing with all of them.   

 

 
 
 
Chapter 13 – Writing Term Papers Online 
 
Many people think this is unethical, but there are many websites online that pay writers for writing 

term papers and college papers.  These papers are then sold to individuals who would much rather 

go to the college parties than spend all night writing about James Joyce.  Again, many people feel 

that this is unethical as the students are cheating.  However, it is not unethical for the writer.  

Particularly one who is struggling to make a living by working from home and writing online.  

Try going to the grocery store and telling them that you have no money but have ethics and see 

where that gets you.   

 

Writing online for a living is not easy and in some cases, writers have to make sacrifices.  

Sometimes, this includes writing term papers for a profit.  There is quite a market for well written 

term papers online, and let us face facts:  There are not too many times in life when someone is 

going to really know about the character viewpoint of  a James Joyce story.   

 

Getting paid for writing term papers and other articles online is one way to make a living online 

without leaving the comfort of your own home.  Once you have established a career in the writing 

world, you will no longer have to “sell out” by writing term papers, erotica or other things you may 

be writing solely for the money.   

 

 
 
 
Chapter 14 – Mark's Story 
 
Mark always wanted to be a writer.  From the time he was a young man, he dreamt of writing the 

great American novel.  As time wore on, Mark realized that the world of writing was very 



competitive and it would be better to have a degree in something where he could make a steady 

paycheck.  Mark chose to become a banker.  He married, had children and within a several years, 

was eventually promoted to bank manager. 

 

Mark and his wife lived in a comfortable suburban home and raised their children to play soccer 

and enjoy video games.  They had the quintessential American dream life. 

 

Mark never forgot how much he liked to write, however.  He still continued writing short stories 

and articles.  One day, while messing around on the computer, he stumbled across a site that 

would pay him for his writing.  Mark knew plenty about finance, so he decided to write about it 

and see what happened.  He was thrilled when the site paid him $7 for the article.  He decided to 

submit another. 

 

 

 
 

 

Each night, when Mark got home from work, he wrote articles and submitted them to the website.  

And he felt a fulfillment by doing this that he never once got from his job; even when he was 

promoted to manager. 

 

As luck would have it, the bank ran into difficulties and was purchased by another, larger bank in a 

merger.  Mark, like many of the other high level employees, was quickly replaced by a 21 year 

old.  He was 44 years old and out of work. 

 
Fortunately, Mark got a nice severance package.  Instead of jumping out and trying to find a new 

job, he decided to explore his writing ambition and began writing full time for the website that was 

paying him.  Although he was not making nearly as much money as he had been at the bank, he 

was enjoying himself. 

 



However, Mark knew that there was no way he could make a living on the few articles he was 

writing for $7 each.  He had to branch out.  He began searching for more sites that paid for 

writing on the internet.  He found several that wanted “SEO” articles.  Unsure what that meant, 

Mark studied up on them and figured that he could do this type of writing.  Before long, Mark was 

writing SEO articles as well as his financial articles online. 

 

One thing led to another.  Mark began corresponding with other writers.  They gave him tips on 

different places where he could market his writing that paid more than the current places.  Within 

six months, Mark was on his way to making a living writing online.  In addition to the SEO 

articles and financial articles, he also began blogging about financial matters and procured ads to 

his blog site.   

 

Although Mark still does not make as much money as he was making at the bank, he is much 

happier with his new career and a lot less stressed out.  He has more time to spend with his family 

and because there is no reason to send the kids to daycare any longer, the family is basically in the 

same financial position it was in when Mark worked at the bank.  Furthermore, Mark and his wife 

both appreciate the fact that one of them is home with the kids after school. 

 

While Mark may not be rolling in the dough, he is a much happier person today than when he was 

working at the bank.  Recently, he was offered a job as assistant manager for another bank.  He 

turned it down in favor of his writing.  Apparently, Mark has finally found a career that gives him 

creative fulfillment.  And it only took him 44 years to do this! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Part Four - No Talents - What Can I Do? 

 
Chapter 15 – Online Auctions 
 
Okay, so you do not know how to write and you barely know how to turn on a computer, let alone 

provide technical advice.  What do you do?  Can you still make a living from your home by 

working online? 

 

The answer is “yes.”  There are several things a person can do online to make money with little or 

no skills.  One of the most popular ways to make money online is through online auctions, such as 

Ebay.   

 

Ebay has been around for many years now and is one of the most reputable of all the online auction 

houses.  As nearly 90 percent of people in the United States have access to the internet, online 



sales of products are one of the easiest ways to make money online.  The trick to making money 

on Ebay is to sell what people want at a discounted rate. 

 

Ebay used to consist of people selling household goods, collectibles and antiques online.  While 

these items still make up a good portion of the stock on Ebay, the most popular items to sell on this 

auction site are books and music.  And the beauty part of the entire thing is that you do not have to 

even leave the comfort of your home to mail the products to the buyer or even store them. 

 

Many online sellers, those who sell a large quantity of products online, use a drop ship method.  

With this method, you have no inventory in your home; nothing to store.  You sell books and CDs  

on your auction site and when they sell, you contact your supplier and they ship the item to the 

buyer. 

 

 

 
 

 

There are many ways to use the drop ship method when selling items on Ebay and just as many 

reasons as why sellers are eager to use this service.  The main reason sellers give is that they do 

not have to worry about storing the property.  The second reason they give is that they do not have 

to worry about mailing the property to the buyer.  They simply use their computer to manage their 

auctions and make sure the drop ship service knows where to mail each product.  In some 

methods, the seller pays for the product when it is purchased.  In most cases, however, the seller 

pays for an inventory of product that is kept at the drop ship warehouse.   

 

If you decide to use a drop ship service when selling items on Ebay, make sure that the service has 

a good record of mailing items to customers in a timely manner.  There are forums on Ebay for 

users and you can find out anything you want to know about particular drop shippers by asking 

questions. 

 

Those who have the room to store merchandise in their home or garage can save the handling fees 



of the drop shippers, but will have to be responsible for the inventory.  The more inventory you 

purchase to sell on Ebay, the cheaper it is.  There are many online companies that sell products 

wholesale to anyone who wants to buy them.  While some require a state tax number for resale, 

most do not.  You can even purchase items from other countries and sell them for a profit on 

Ebay.   

 

If you are planning on making a business selling on Ebay, be sure that you treat it like an ordinary 

business.  You may be working from your home, but you still need to be mindful of profits and 

costs for items.  You must figure in postage into your sales and be sure not to underestimate 

postage.  No matter what you are selling on Ebay, you can be successful if you put enough time 

and effort and are a disciplined seller. 

 

One word of caution when selling for Ebay or any other online auction site - be careful of the fees.  

Most online auction sites charge fees for using the site to sell your items.  Ebay fees have risen 

dramatically over the past several years to discourage people from selling junk and other 

undesirable items.  You must be certain to add the cost of these fees to the price of the items that 

you are selling so that you do not take a loss.  Also, if you have customers who are paying through 

Paypal, be aware that they charge fees as well,  Be sure to remember those fees when listing your 

item on Ebay for sale. 

 

 

 
 

 

If you are a talented artist, you may be able to sell art on Ebay.  There are many undiscovered 

artists, or “outsider” artists who are successful in selling their paintings, sculptures and other 

artistic work on Ebay.  The wonderful thing about selling on this auction site is that you can reach 

people all over the world.  

 

You do not have to even leave your house to ship your items, even if you carry inventory from 

home.  Simply use priority mail shipping from the United States post office to ship all of your 

packages.  The post office will drop off envelopes and boxes as well as tape and labels to you free 

of charge and your letter carrier will take the packages from your door for delivery. 



 

Selling items on Ebay has become very profitable for some people who want to work from the 

comfort of their on home online but do not have any skills of which to speak to find legitimate 

online jobs.  Although there are many other auction sites on the Internet, Ebay is probably the 

most popular and most trusted of all.  Anyone with access to a computer can sell on Ebay.  If you 

do not have a specific talent, per se, you can still make money from home working online by 

selling products through online auction services such as Ebay.   

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 16 – Online Survey Companies 
 
Many people enjoy working from home and earning money online by completing surveys.  

Completing surveys online for profit is not the best way to make money online, but if you are 

diligent and can follow simple instructions, it can be an easy way to earn a few dollars while 

online. 

 

There are many different paid survey sites online where someone can earn money from home.  Be 

wary of those that offer to pay quite a bit of money per survey.  Many of them expect you to sign 

up for services that will be difficult to cancel.  The money you earn for the survey will not negate 

the money you shell out for the service, or the aggravation of trying to cancel the service. 

 

One legitimate paid survey site is Cashcrate.com.  On this website, any individual can earn money 

simply by following instructions and filling out forms online.  The money that a person earns per 

survey is usually less than one dollar, however it only takes a few minutes.  In order to earn 

money on this website, you have to be very careful to do the following: 

 

1.  Sign up for the system.  This will require you to put in your name, address and telephone 

number as well as information that will help marketing companies send you surveys that are 

appropriate.  Cashcrate gets their money from ads and will most likely sell your e-mail 

information to their affiliates.  Be prepared to get unsolicited e-mails and phone calls whenever 

you do any surveys online. 

 

2.  Use real information.  In most cases, telephone numbers are verified in order for you to get 

paid.  The way that this survey site works is that you find a survey that you want to do and fill out 

the necessary information.  Once the survey is complete, you have to wait for the company to 

verify that you are a real person and filled out the information correctly.  In some cases, a call will 

be placed to your home via computer to verify your phone number.  If you give a fake phone 

number, the survey will not be approved for payment. 

 

3.  Do only the free surveys listed.  Unlike other survey companies, Cashcrate has a list of 

surveys that you do at your own pace.  Some of them pay much more than others, but usually 

require credit card information or a trial of some service.  There is an option to do only the free 



surveys.  Use this option.   

 

4.  Be wary of cell phone surveys.  They will ask your cell phone number and text you that you 

won money if you respond.  Never respond to these texts as your cell phone account will be bill 

sometimes up to $10.  Just delete them.   

 

5.  Only fill out the information that is required.  Once you have navigated the Cashcrate 

website and have participated in a few surveys, you will see that the survey process never seems to 

end.  You can continue to do the same survey for hours as you continue to be transferred to 

different affiliate websites.  When you take a look at the survey instructions, you will see that you 

need only provide your name, or fill out two pages of the survey.  Pay attention to this information 

and do only what is required in the survey.   

 
6.  Beware of offers from affiliates that will flood your e-mail box.  Most of them can be 

helpful and are legitimate.  However, most of the surveys that you will be completing are done to 

promote sales leads.  Sales for online education, insurance, time share properties, and other hard 

sell opportunities abound on these sites.  What you are doing, by filling out the survey, is 

somehow telling these companies that you are interested in insurance, an online education or a 

time share.  This will prompt a phone call from someone who will try to sell you these services.  

When filling out surveys, either be honest and do not say you are interested in these products, or be 

prepared for telephone calls from solicitors.   

 

Some people claim to make a thousand dollars a month doing surveys online.  In addition to 

Cashcrate, there are many other survey companies online that offer opportunities to earn a few 

dollars for completing questions.  Most are legitimate but will only offer you surveys once in a 

while by e-mail.  These surveys generally pay more, however, than those you do at Cashcrate.   

 

While the idea of making a thousand dollars a month doing online surveys seems dubious, it is 

possible for someone to make several hundred dollars a month by completing online surveys.  

However, a person should be prepared for many internet offers and phone calls from solicitors.  

Having Caller ID and a spam e-mail inbox can help filter away these unwanted callers.   

 

 



 
 

 

Be leery of any online website that offers to pay you cash for surveys as long as you pay a fee.  

While most of the sites are legitimate, there are some websites out there that offer large amounts of 

money for surveys as long as you join their club and pay a substantial fee.  It should not cost you 

anything to do surveys from home.  While you may not be able to pay the mortgage with the 

money that you make, doing surveys from home is one way to earn money online from the comfort 

of your own home. 

 
 

 
 
 
Chapter 17 – Online Con Games - Beware! 
 
Most people would like nothing better than to be able to work from home online.  Imagine not 

having to get up early in the morning and brave inclement weather in order to go to work!  There 

are many opportunities for individuals to work from home online, including those listed in this 

book.  However, anyone seeking to work from home online must be careful not to fall into the trap 

of some of the con artists that lurk in the shadows of the internet who will offer to pay you to work 

online but will actually take your money. 

 

One of the most popular scams is the “work from home typing scam.”  This is comparable to the 

stuffing envelopes from home scam that used to appear in the newspapers.  Many people found it 

impossible to believe that anyone could make money at home stuffing envelopes.  They were 



right.  This is a long running scam that has been around for many, many years.  It has only moved 

to the internet. 

 

The way that this scam works is that you will receive some sort of offer to work from home and 

make “thousands of dollars” a month.  This should be your first tip off that it is a scam.  No one is 

going to promise a person they do not know an opportunity to make thousands of dollars a month 

in an e-mail online.    

 

You will be required to complete some sort of test that, of course, you will pass with flying colors.  

Once completed, you will be asked for some sort of fee for materials that you will need to begin 

your “career” working online typing or filling out forms.  Once you turn over your hard earned 

money, you may get a few leads on jobs, but these are nothing that you cannot find yourself on the 

internet.  Chances are that you will not make any money but will be stuck with a bunch of 

instruction booklets that will have actually cost you money. 

 

Another popular online work from home scam is the Medical Transcriber Scam.  It appears that 

doctors everywhere need medical transcribers as they cannot get anyone to work in their office.  

And medical transcribers make at least $25 an hour.  The only thing they need to do is to 

understand the terminology used by doctors so that they can properly transcribe the information.  

And this is going to cost money. 

 
 

 
 
 
The book can be prepared by virtually anyone who has access to the internet and a printer.  You 

will get a book of medical terminology that you can easily find yourself online and a list of doctors 

who you can contact.  The list of doctors can also be found online at the American Medical 

Association website.  You will pay up to $100 for the privilege of getting this information that 

you can easily obtain for free from the internet.  Be wary of the ads to become a medical 

transcriber and work from home online; most of them are scams. 

 

Other popular work from home online scams involve multi level marketing schemes such as 



Amway or other, less well known products.  The way that these work is that you agree to sell a 

service or product to your family and friends in exchange for a commission.  However, you are 

not really selling the product, but the opportunity to also sell the product.  Whoever gets you into 

this business will earn a percentage of everything you sell, as will the person who got them in and 

so forth up the ladder.  By the time the product is actually sold to the individual customer, it is 

quite costly and undesirable for consumers.  This is why the products are not sold in the stores and 

they need you to push the products on unsuspecting individuals as well as take full advantage of 

family and friends. 

 
The multi level marketing scam works on the internet pretty much the same way as it does on the 

street with one hitch - now you have to pay for the privilege of having a website that will list the 

products you have for sale.  The website will look very professional and will be something you 

can show potential sellers.  Do not expect to generate traffic to your website to sell your products 

as no one will want to purchase these products unless they feel obligated in some way. 

 

Multi-level marketing plans are scams.  They are completely legal and brilliant marketing 

strategies but about 99 percent of the people who sign up for such “opportunities” end up disgusted 

and feeling cheated.  Most people do not have the heart to get their 94 year old aunt to cough up 

$30 for vitamins that she can get at the drugstore for $5.  Or the total lack of scruples of talking 

someone who is out of work and desperate for money into doing what you are doing because you 

have become so very successful and get them to borrow the start up costs from a college education 

fund they have set aside for their child.   

 

 

 
 

 

For those whose ambition knows no bounds, however, a multi level marketing scam, no matter 

what the product, can be a great ticket to success.  It takes dogged persistence, very, very thick 

skin and the desire to dismiss any loyalty that you may have towards family, friends, fellow church 

members or even your own mother.    

 

Most people need to be wary of these type of scams when seeking to work from home online.  



There are others that also promise the moon but end up costing you money and wasting your time.  

Remember that if an opportunity seems too good to be true, it probably is.   

 

Even those with skills that they hope to sell online must be wary of the many scams that are 

continually generated over the internet to bilk people out of hard earned money.   

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 18 – Jane's Story 
 
Jane always wanted to have her own business, but she was unsure of what she could do.  She 

disliked working for other people and longed to work from the comfort of her own home.  She 

tried several ideas that were presented on the internet to work from home online but found them to 

be unscrupulous.  Jane was no dummy and knew that the only way she could be successful by 

working from home online is if she had something to offer the rest of the world that was unique. 

 

Jane liked pets very much and had been making home made doggie boots as well as other items for 

dogs.  She even made her own dog biscuits.  She would often sell these items at craft fairs and 

earn a few dollars doing this.  Jane wanted to turn her doggie business into an online business but 

knew it would be difficult to generate sales off of a website.   

 

Like most other people, Jane was familiar with Ebay.  She even purchased some items from 

online auctions on this site.  She decided to list some of her doggie items on Ebay.  She added the 

cost of the fees to list the items into the price of the item and figured out how much it was going to 

take to ship the items.  Then she decided to test the waters and offer some doggie booties online. 

 

 

 
 

 

Jane was happy to discover that all of her auctions were very successful.  She continued making 

doggie items and selling them on the online auctions.  She comprised a database of her clients and 

began sending them e-mails whenever she made anything new.  Within 30 days, Jane was turning 



a tidy profit from her online business. 

 

After this success, Jane took the money that was now in her Paypal account and invested in getting 

someone to make a website for her.  The website was very professional and Jane was able to 

direct anyone who purchased one of her items on Ebay towards the website so that they could 

continue to shop for doggie items.   

 
Jane knew that it generally takes a while before a business begins to turn a profit.  She was careful 

about not overspending any money that she made and invested most of it back into the business.  

She began to come up with other items for dogs and even branched into items for cats.  Pretty 

soon, Jane was making a tidy sum in her online business and, although her website was beginning 

to generate sales, she still used Ebay as a way to procure business.  She also went on pet forums 

and chatted about her products to others who were interested in dogs and cats. 

 

A typical day for Jane was rising at 6 a.m. and preparing all of the items for shipping that day.  

Jane used Priority Mail to deliver her packages and her letter carrier picked them up right from her 

door.  Jane would then spend several hours managing her auctions, listing new products and 

answering questions for people.   

 

 

 
 

 

The remainder of the day, Jane would spend making the different doggie products.  She normally 

got done working around 5 p.m.  However, she was able to take breaks whenever she wanted, 

including a break to shower, dress and even prepare dinner for the evening.  On occasion, she 

would get telephone calls from friends or neighbors and sometimes, when one of her children was 

sick at school, she would have to take the time to go pick them up or take them to the doctor.  

However, Jane pretty much controlled her own day as well as time schedule.  On days when she 

did not feel like getting up at 6 a.m., she would stay in bed until 7 a.m. and work a little later.  If 

she decided to go out shopping, she worked a little in the evening making her products.   

 
Today, Jane is very successful in her Ebay dog and cat supply business.  In addition to selling on 

Ebay and through her website, Jane still enjoys selling items at craft shows.  She is able to make a 

decent living, support herself and her children and work from home, online doing something that 



she loves to do.  Jane will be the first to admit that her dream of working from home online would 

not have been possible without Ebay as well as her hard work and determination. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Part Five - Habits Needed To Work From Home 
Online 

 
Chapter 19 – Discipline 
 
Most people like the idea of working from home online.  They imagine having all of the free time 

that you want, doing whatever you want without a boss looking over your shoulder and being able 

to watch television if you feel like it.  Working from home online is just like working for a 

company with one big exception - you are the only one who can keep yourself in line.   

 

Many people lack the self discipline it takes to be able to work from home online.  Instead of 

viewing their online career as a job, they treat it like a hobby and act accordingly.  They have no 

set schedule, they work whenever they feel like working and generally spend a good part of the day 

wasting time.  Then they wonder why they are not making any money. 

 

Working from home online should be treated just like any other job.  You have a starting time, 

certain amount of hours that you need to work, break time, lunch time and quitting time.  You 

have to treat your online career just as it was a job.  Yes, there are many bonuses.  You can be 

flexible in your schedule if you need be.  You can stay in your pajamas all day.  But you have to 

realize that time is money, particularly when you are working for yourself.  You cannot be 

wasting your time online messing around on websites or playing games.  When you are working 

online from home, you have to set a certain number of hours each day to work. 

 

When your friends and family learn that you are working from home, they will frequently call you 

during the day to chat or ask you to drive them places or even go shopping.  Chances are that these 

people would never ask you to take time off work if you worked outside the home to go shopping, 

nor would they call you up at work just to chat.  One of the most difficult aspects of working from 

home is dealing with well-meaning family and friends who do not understand the fact that you 

have to work from home online to make a living and cannot be spending your day talking to them 

on the phone.   

 

One way to eliminate well-meaning intrusions from family and friends is to gently tell them that 

you are busy working and cannot talk.  This takes quite a bit of discipline on your part as, chances 



are, you will be happy to hear from family and friends, particularly if you are at home all the time 

working online and not speaking to anyone.  However, in order to get things done, you will have 

to limit all of your conversations to no more than five minutes.  This will give you plenty of time 

to talk for a few minutes and then explain gently that you have a deadline and can call that person 

back later that day.   

 

Another way to eliminate the phone intrusion is to use your Caller ID.  Many people are slaves to 

their phones and pick it up whenever it rings automatically.  With the advent of Caller ID, there is 

no need to do this.  You can screen calls and only pick up the ones from those you know.  Friends 

and relatives who understand that you are doing this should have a special code if they need to get 

in touch with you for an emergency - such as ring once, hang up and then call again.  This will 

alert you to respond to that particular phone call.  If you have children at school, you will be able 

to see if the school nurse or principal calls concerning a problem at school.   

 

 

 
 

 

Keep the television off while you are working from home online.  Most people do not have the 

television on in their office when they are working and you should not have the television on when 

you are working from home online.  Television is very distracting and unless it is part of your 

online job, should be eliminated.  Save television time for when you are relaxing.  If you dislike 

the silence in the house and miss the noisy bustle of an office, you can play music.  Some people, 

however, find that they are more productive when working from home online than they could be in 

an office because they are not hearing gossip or being intruded upon by co-workers all of the time. 



 
Make sure you have a set schedule.  This is important and will help you become disciplined, 

particularly when you first start your online work from home business.  Begin work at a certain 

time and quit at a certain time.  Try to figure out how many hours you will need to work each day 

to accomplish your goals.  Your goals of how much work you need to accomplish to make your 

online career work should be determined before you begin your online business and should be 

feasible.   

 

Anyone who works from home needs discipline, especially those who work from home online.  

The internet is a fun place to visit and can be very addictive.  Make sure that you are disciplined 

enough to make each day productive when working from home online in order to insure success in 

your online career. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 20 – Time Management 
 
Those thinking of working from home online should invest in a book or a seminar about time 

management skills.  Just because you are working from home is no reason to begin slacking off 

during the day and becoming idle.  If you continue to do this, you will not make any money and 

your online business will not be successful.  Time management skills will help you make the best 

use of your time.  Time management skills are often used to train individuals who work on their 

home so that they are more productive.   

 

Working from home online can be a wonderful way to earn a living but it not without pitfalls.  

One of the major pitfalls is that most people, particularly those who are used to working for other 

people in an office environment, are unable to manage their time in an effective manner.  The first 

week that they are working from home online they get sidetracked by dozens of different things 

and end up wasting a lot of time.  Time that they should spend working.  By learning basic time 

management skills, a person who works from home online can better manage their day and 

become more productive in their at home business. 

 
Time management skills involve making each moment count.  If you can get someone else to do 

something for you, have them do it.  This can be as simple as paying a neighbor a few bucks to 

drive your child to school instead of driving him or her yourself each day.  If your neighbor is 

going to the school anyway, it makes more sense for you to allow them to pick up your child so that 

you can spend that time working.  Even if the school is 5 minutes away, chances are that by the 

time you get out to your car, pick your child up and come home, 20 minutes have passed.  That 

ads up to 40 minutes per day and four hours a week.  You can do a lot more with four hours a 

week than go back and forth to the school. 

 

One of the basic principals of time management skills is teaching individuals who work on their 

own that their time is valuable.  Many people do not put a proper value on their time, yet, when 



you ask people if they would rather have more time or money, in most cases it is a toss up.  We 

tend to overextend ourselves with many different activities and many of them are time wasting.   

 

In order to be an effective time manager, you have to first realize that any time you spend has 

worth.  Particularly now that you are working for yourself.  It is important for anyone who wants 

to work from home online to understand and follow basic time management skills in order to be 

successful in their pursuits. 

 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 21 – Accounting 
 
If you are starting your own business working from home online, you will have to make sure that 

you keep track of all of your expenses as well as your profits so that you can declare them on your 

income taxes.  Many companies will pay individual contractors in cash and others will require a 

contractor to complete a 1099 form.  If  you complete a 1099 form, you will have to declare the 

earnings that you make for that company on your income tax statement each year.  In order to 

avoid paying large amounts of income tax for money that you make, you should be sure to keep 

receipts of any business expenses you incur to offset your earnings. 

 

The IRS allows those who start up their own business to take a loss on their business for several 

years before it turns a profit.  This can be beneficial to anyone who is just starting a work from 

home online business.  By filing a loss on your business, you can deduct the money from your 

income tax and avoid paying too much tax. 

 

 



 
 

 

Keep a record of all of your business transactions when working from home online.  Make sure 

you realize your profit margin and your expenditures.  Keep all receipts.  This will be important 

when it comes time to file your tax returns.   

 

It is also important for anyone working from home online to understand how much profit they are 

making, particularly if they are selling services or products online.  Any fees to sell the product 

must be built into the sale of the product as well as any shipping costs.  It is important for you to 

understand exactly how much profit you can be expected to make on each item that you sell. 

 

For example, if you are like Jane, you must count not only the cost of the Ebay listing and sales 

percentage in figuring out the price for your doggie items, but how much, exactly, it costs you to 

make the items.  The cost of materials and supplies.  This may take quite a bit of figuring, but it is 

important to understand if you are going to make a profit in any online business.  Also, you must 

figure in your time.  How much is your time worth?  You should be getting at least minimum 

wage for any time spent working on a product that you plan to sell online. 

 

You do not have to be a mathematician in order to successful account for your own business 

expenses and profits.  You need only be able to add and subtract figures and realize that the sales 

price less any expenditures equals the profit.  Then you have to figure out whether the profit is 

worth it and adjust the sales price accordingly. 

 

This works even if you are selling non-tangible items, such as your time, online.  If you are 

writing SEO articles, for example, figure out how long it takes you to write an article and how 

much you can expect to earn.  The only expenditure you will have is your time.  If you find that 

you can write three articles at the sum of $4 each in an hour, the time you invest in writing SEO 

articles may be well worth it.  As you continue to write such articles, you can learn to maybe write 



four articles in an hour and earn even more money. 

 

Working from home online has many benefits and is quickly becoming a viable option for many 

individuals.  The advantages of working from home online include the power of being your own 

boss and being in charge of your own financial destiny as well as being able to use your time as you 

see fit.   If you are disciplined, know time management skills and basic accounting, there are very 

few disadvantages to working from home online.  The only one that some people mention is that 

they do not have the opportunity to meet with other people as often as they would like.  This can 

easily be alleviated, however, by taking some time each week to join clubs.  This way, you can 

interact with other individuals who share some of your same interests.  You should also make sure 

that you spend a certain amount of time each week for yourself and do not overdo working.  

While some people tend to spend too little time working from home online, others reach to the 

other end of the spectrum and spend all of their time working.  While this may be financially 

beneficial, it will not be mentally healthy in the long run. 

 

In the future, working from home online will most likely be the norm for society, particularly for 

those who work in offices.  For now, there are many opportunities for individuals to find a career 

to work from home online and these opportunities are increasing every day.  In order to truly be 

your own boss and be in charge of your own destiny, consider a career working from home online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


