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Introduction

Almost anyone who has spent more than five or ten minutes around the 

internet marketing scene or even idly surfing the net for online 

marketing related information is probably aware of the existence of 

Clickbank.com.

This is no surprise, given that the site is by far and away the biggest 

information product network site on the net, offering over 10,000 

products at any given time which are marketed to the world at large by 

over 100,000 active affiliate sales people (there are actually in excess 

of one million affiliates registered with the site!).

In short, Clickbank is a site that has enabled thousands of people to 

launch online marketing careers, many of whom had no previous online 

marketing experience. Indeed, many people who have started 

successful internet marketing businesses had no previous marketing 

experience whatsoever, online or in the real bricks and mortar business 

world.

Whilst there is no way that you should fall into the trap of allowing 

yourself to believe that generating a significant online income will be 

easy simply because of the existence of Clickbank.com, there is equally 

little doubt that without this particular site, thousands of successful 

affiliates all over the world would find generating an online income 

considerably more difficult than they do.

In this report, I am going to consider how you can generate significant 

income levels by working with Clickbank from every possible angle. This 
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is because I would suggest that it is not possible to generate the kind of 

income that you probably want to generate if you simply look at 

Clickbank as a repository of information products in isolation.

For instance, as you will read here, there are many different ways you 

can select products from Clickbank which should be good sellers and 

should therefore generate reasonable commission income in turn.

However, it is all very well working with a particular Clickbank product 

or service but if you do not know how to promote your product or 

service or how to attract targeted traffic from your promotional 

activities, you are never going to land the big sales numbers that you 

are after.

In effect therefore, Clickbank as a site where you can find thousands of 

products is only a relatively small part of the overall story or plan that 

you need to understand if you are going to achieve success. That being 

said however, I am going to start in the traditional place, which is at the 

very beginning of the Clickbank story.
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Why Clickbank is the #1 information product 
affiliate marketing site

The basics…

Clickbank.com was first launched back in 1999, and from that day to 

this, it has developed into the largest repository of digital information 

products on the net, with over 10,000 products registered at any one 

time.

The basic business model that Clickbank uses is that each and every 

product that is registered with the site is available for every individual 

affiliate sales person who is registered with the site to promote.

Each of these affiliate sales people is in turn an independent sales 

representative who chooses to spend their own time (and perhaps their 

own money) promoting particular Clickbank products. Every time they 

do so and manage to generate a product or service sale as a result of 

their efforts, they are paid a percentage of the purchase price as a sales 

commission.

Anyone can sign up as a Clickbank affiliate completely free and it is not 

even necessary to have a website of your own in order to do so. Once 

you have signed up as an affiliate, you can choose any products you 

want from the Clickbank inventory to promote because there are no 

such things as minimum requirements for being allowed to promote 

particular products.

One other important consideration is that whilst many affiliate programs 

insist on you living in a particular part of the world (most commonly, 
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these are the USA, Canada, the UK, Australia etc), anyone, anywhere 

can sign up as a Clickbank affiliate.

Nor is there a problem getting paid your commission either, even if you 

live in the most remote geographical location imaginable. 

In fact, you will get paid twice a month by check sent directly to your 

front door and with commission rates on the top products that 

Clickbank offers generally in the 50% to 75% range, the payouts that 

you can anticipate are often extremely attractive too.

Unlike many other business opportunities, you do not need to buy 

special software or to have any advanced web authoring skills to use 

and make money from Clickbank.com either.

You do not need a fancy site to promote any affiliate product or service. 

In fact, you do not need a site at all, although having some kind of web 

presence certainly helps to increase your income. Nevertheless, as long 

as you can create a simple site of your own, you have all the skills you 

need to become a successful Clickbank affiliate.

There is more than enough information on the Clickbank site itself to 

enable you to get started, plus there are also many independent forums 

where you can find a great deal more information such as the Clickbank 

Success Forum. This is a site that is run by two of the best-known 

marketers in the affiliate marketing industry, so the quality of the 

information this particular forum carries and provides is first class.

By all means, you should learn whatever you can from the Clickbank 

site and forums such as this one. On the other hand however, do not 
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under any circumstances be tempted to spend money on products that 

promise to make you an overnight Clickbank success story (it’s not 

going to happen!) or (even worse) an instant millionaire (almost always 

without any work whatsoever being involved).

Almost without exception, products of this nature are complete 

garbage. In addition, all of the information that you really need is 

available for free on many websites such as forums and others of which 

you will read of as we go through this report. 

Don’t be tempted to waste your money because there is absolutely no 

need or necessity to do so to generate a very healthy commission 

income from Clickbank.

Factors to be aware of…

The basic concept of making money from Clickbank is remarkably 

straightforward. You choose a product or service to promote, you put 

information about that product in front of a potential prospect (ideally a 

targeted prospect) and assuming they buy the product, you get paid a 

commission.

Given how simple it would appear to be from this description to make 

an income from Clickbank, you may be surprised or shocked to know 

that industry figures indicate that more than 95% of would-be affiliate 

marketers fail within the first two years of setting themselves up in 

business.

Perhaps more importantly than being shocked however, you should 

want to know why so few people make it or why so many fail.
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Whilst there is no one single factor at which the finger of accusation can 

be pointed, there are several potential pitfalls to marketing Clickbank 

products of which you should be aware from the beginning. By knowing 

why others make mistakes, you should be in a position to avoid making 

the same errors which should in turn allow you to make the huge 

Clickbank profits that you are seeking.

The first thing to understand is that there are costs involved in running 

any online marketing business, and whilst many of the costs that would 

be associated with other types of online businesses are not relevant to 

affiliate marketing, there are nevertheless costs involved.

These costs can be measured in terms of both time and money, with 

the balance between the two usually being dictated by whether you 

have more of one or the other available to dedicate to your business.

For example, one of the most common and popular ways of promoting 

Clickbank products is to submit 400 word articles to major article 

directory sites.

Researching and then writing articles of this nature yourself is probably 

going to take a half an hour of your time per piece so creating a couple 

of articles costs one hour of your time. Alternatively, you could pay 

someone else between $10 and $15 to create these articles on your 

behalf, thereby saving time by spending money.

Whilst it therefore costs no money to become a Clickbank member, you 

do need to be aware that there is a cost involved in running the 

business after you have signed up and start promoting. 
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Consequently, if you do not generate sales, promoting products from 

Clickbank as an affiliate can actually cost you money rather than swell 

your bank account.

You also need to understand that you have to structure your affiliate 

marketing business in a certain way if you do not want to spend the 

rest of your life chasing your tail, trying to find a constant stream of 

new prospects for your business. 

This is an important concept to grasp because of the nature of the 

majority of the products offered through Clickbank.

Most of these products are digital information products that a customer 

is only ever going to buy once. After all, if they buy an e-book or a 

video series because they want to discover the information that is 

contained in these materials, once they have that information, they 

have no need to buy the same product again.

Hence, every customer who buys a Clickbank product that you are 

promoting is only ever going to do so once. 

In effect, every time someone buys a product that you are promoting, 

you gain the commission check but you lose the potential for future 

sales because the prospect has now made their one and only purchase. 

Hence, you need to find a constant stream of new prospects to keep 

replacing those who choose to become customers if your business is 

structured in this way.

For the time being, these factors are something that you need to bear 

in mind but you do not need to worry about taking any action just yet, 
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because these are things to which we will return later in this report.

However, before moving on to that more advanced stage, we need to 

investigate the basics of how you work with Clickbank in a little more 

detail in order to ensure that your business is built on solid foundations 

from the beginning.
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Setting up your account…

Assuming that you don’t already have a Clickbank account, the first 

thing that you need to do is sign up for one. As an affiliate, it is not 

going to cost you anything and the whole process takes no more than 

five minutes, with the application form being found by clicking on the 

‘Sign Up’ link at the top-center of the Clickbank homepage.

Incidentally, as Clickbank’s new look was only launched the day 

previous to writing this e-book, this homepage may look considerably 

different to what you see in most other Clickbank focused publications:

Creating your account is no more complex than completing this 

straightforward application form and then confirming your e-mail 

address:
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Perhaps the most important point on this page is the fact that you have 

to select an ‘Account Nickname’ which cannot subsequently be changed. 

One major improvement that Clickbank have implemented recently is a 

change in their system that ensures that it generates random encrypted 

affiliate links, rather than links containing what was obviously your 

account nickname. 

Consequently, as your nickname no longer appears in your affiliate 

links, the name that you choose is slightly less important than it was 

previously until you decide to publish your own products at a later date, 

at which point it will become visible to every customer to whom 
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Clickbank sell one of your products.

But, once you complete the form and confirm your e-mail information, 

this is the account set up completed, meaning that you are ready to 

start promoting your first Clickbank product.

Let us therefore turn our attention to how you do so before looking at 

the business-critical question of how you select products that will enable 

you to generate a Clickbank income.
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Finding products and generating hoplinks…

Once your account is set up and you are ready to start promoting, the 

page that you need to look for on the Clickbank site where you can start 

to research the available products is the ‘Marketplace’ page.

The link to this page is directly adjacent to the right of the ‘Sign up’ link 

that you clicked earlier at the top of the homepage in order to create 

your account. Alternatively, click here to be taken directly to the 

‘Marketplace’ page where you can begin to find products or services to 

promote:

At the top of the ‘Marketplace’ page is a search panel which enables you 

to find products and services in any market by inputting a specific 

keyword or keyword phrase. Doing so will generate a list of products 

that are related to that particular word or term.

Whilst searching for products at this level, most marketers leave all of 

the other settings in this search panel in default mode because by doing 

so, they ensure that Clickbank shows the products called up by this 

search ranked by popularity. 
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As most marketers are generally interested in promoting the most 

popular products that are related to the keyword phrase they have 

used, this makes searching the site with this particular search strategy 

extremely easy and quick.

So for example, if you were seeking the most popular products that 

provide information about ‘weight loss’, this is how you would do so:

An alternative way of searching for popular products if you have no 

particular keyword or term in mind is to click on the drop-down 

‘Category’ menu at the top of the search panel before sifting through a 

favored category whilst leaving all other settings in default mode. This 

search returns or products in a particular category ranked by popularity.

However you choose to search the site, after doing so, you will have a 

page that looks something like this with all of the most popular products 

called up by your search shown at the top of the page:
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This screenshot for example shows the top five products called up by a 

popularity-ranked search for all products in the ‘Money & Employment’ 

category. As you can see from each of the products featured on this 

page, there is additional information about each of them detailed 

underneath the text description of the products that the original creator 

of each has added to the site.

This information is relevant to choosing one product or another to 

promote, so let us consider what it means in a little more detail by 

looking at the most popular product in this category:
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As suggested, the description of the products featured on this results 

page has been written by the original product creator, so I would not 

generally pay a great deal of attention to it because this ‘description’ 

often contain a touch more ‘hype’ than facts or genuine information!

What you should really be looking at is the numerical information in 

grey text featured underneath this description that starts on the left 

with ‘$/sale’. This figure indicates how much you will earn as an affiliate 

per product sale taking into account current refund request rates.

The vast majority of product creators who use Clickbank to market their 

products or services offer an unconditional guarantee to any purchaser 

stating that they can get their money back, no questions asked, within 

a certain period of time after the initial sale has been completed.

Unfortunately, no matter how good the product you are promoting as 

an affiliate is, it is a simple fact of life that some customers will ask for 

refunds, often for reasons that make no sense whatsoever. 

Nevertheless, refunds are a fact of life, and this ‘$/sale’ figure takes 

them into account when calculating an average commission amount 

that affiliates will receive per sale.

Moving to the right, you have a blank space (in this case) for ‘Future $’ 

followed by a ‘Total $/sale’ figure.

The first of these two categories is blank because this is a product that 

is only going to pay commission once. Hence, the total commission 

generated per sale is made up of just this one single commission 

payment as there are no recurring commission payments to take into 
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account.

As an example however, if you were promoting a regular membership 

site, a site where subscribers pay a membership fee every month from 

which you receive a commission share, this additional commission 

payment would be reflected by both ‘Future $’ and an increased ‘Total 

$/sale’ figure.

Next, you have a ‘%/sale’ which is the total percentage of the purchase 

price of the product that is paid to you as a commission. Nowadays, 

almost all top rated products are paying somewhere between 50% and 

75% as commission, so a commission payment of 60% per sale is 

pretty average amongst top performing products.

The ‘%/refd’ figure is the percentage of sales that are being generated 

by affiliates as opposed to sales that are coming through other 

channels. 

As an affiliate sales person, you want this figure to be as high as 

possible, because sales through other channels represent external 

competition. A low percentage figure might for example suggest that 

the product creator themselves is in direct competition with you and 

this would not necessarily be a healthy thing for your business. The 

figure shown of 79% is not particularly high, so this might suggest that 

there is room for concern about promoting this particular product.

On the far right of this live information is a figure for ‘grav’ which is 

Clickbank shorthand for ‘gravity’. Whilst the exact calculation of this 

figure and its precise meaning is something of a secret to Clickbank 
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insiders, it has long been assumed and suggested that the gravity 

figure is the primary criteria by which Clickbank assess product 

popularity.

However, I suspect that since the recent changes, the value of gravity 

might have been slightly downgraded because all of my recent 

popularity searches have shown many products with a lower gravity 

featuring higher in the popularity charts than those with considerably 

more gravity attached.

In truth, only Clickbank really know how they calculate or assess 

product popularity. Nevertheless, it is definitely true that product with a 

very high gravity rating is one that is already being actively and 

successfully promoted by many other affiliate marketers. 

This essentially means that there is already a great deal of competition 

from other affiliate marketers who are aggressively pushing, and 

probably achieving a degree of success with a particular product.

This would certainly dissuade some affiliate marketers, particularly 

those with less experience from promoting a product with a very high 

gravity rating (and a score of 620.90 is very high indeed) from 

promoting it. Quite clearly, if there is too much competition in this 

market from affiliate who are already successfully promoting this 

product, the chances of achieving success are far lower.

However, ignoring this for one moment, if you decided that this was a 

product that you were going to promote (and you would not make this 

decision quite so early, as there are other resources that we will look at 
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where there is plenty more relevant information available), there is one 

final thing to consider before starting your marketing push.

Click below the line of information that you have just been analyzing on 

the ‘view pitch page’ link. This will open up the original product sales 

page, the assessment and analysis of which is a very important element 

in deciding whether it is a product you are going to promote. 

After all, this is the page that will ultimately decide whether you 

generate a commission from promoting this product or not. 

You therefore need to have some confidence that this page is capable of 

doing a good sales job, otherwise all of your promotional efforts could 

be completely wasted.

On the other hand, there is no scientific way of assessing the quality or 

effectiveness of a sales letter page. Whilst you will undoubtedly get 

better at assessing pages of this nature for effectiveness (and therefore 

profitability) over time, it is very much a ‘gut reaction’ or ‘initial 

impression’ upon which you will base your assessment.

Effectively, if the sales page does a good job on you, it is reasonable to 

assume that it will do a good job on the visitors that you send to it as 

well, which in turn suggests a sales letter that will probably sell.

Look for lots of empirical proof on the page that the product being 

promoted is effective and if appropriate, profitable. Also, look for plenty 

of customer testimonials, especially video testimonials which are 

evidently from real people (video testimonials are much harder to fake 

than the written version).
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Does the product appear to represent good value, irrespective of what it 

is supposed to do? Does the general message and tenor of the sales 

message ring true?

At the end of the day, would you buy the product or service being 

offered at the price that it is being offered for? If you are convinced by 

the message on the page, then you have probably found a product with 

which you can run (but we are still not 100% certain of this fact as yet).

Nevertheless, were you going to promote this product, the final thing to 

do is to create your own unique affiliate promotion code which you can 

use to market it. This code is automatically generated by Clickbank 

when you click on the ‘create hoplink’ link that is located to the right of 

the ‘view pitch page’ link before adding your information to the pop-up 

link creation menu that this action produces.

To create your ‘hoplink’, you are asked for two pieces of information:

First, you need to input the account nickname that you decided to use 

when you created your account earlier, and secondly, you have the 

option of including a unique tracking code for this particular link.

The purpose of including a unique tracking code is that you can then 

use different product affiliate links in different promotional activities to 

22



track which of your promotional activities are generating the most 

sales. Including the unique tracking code is therefore an excellent way 

of comparing how successful various different promotional and 

marketing strategies are. It is therefore something that I would always 

use, and I would recommend you do the same.

The result of clicking the green ‘Create’ button will be a code that looks 

like this:

This URL is completely unique to your account and to the product that 

you are promoting. It is also encrypted for greater security, which is in 

good thing. However, there is sadly little doubt that it is also a 

spectacularly ugly URL too!

For this reason, I would recommend that you use a URL shortening 

service and whilst there are many of these around, I like to use Ezurl, 

primarily because it allows me to choose the text I use in the shortened 

link that it creates. 

If for example the product that I am promoting from this link has a 

relatively short name, I can use the product name in the URL I create, 

thereby suggesting a higher degree of relevance for this link to the 

product I am promoting:
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Click the ‘Submit’ button to create the link and you have a URL of 

ezurl.eu/fapturbo which looks considerably tidier than the URL that 

Clickbank produced earlier:

Now you know what the information on the Clickbank ‘Marketplace’ 

page means and how to select a product by popularity rankings from 

Clickbank itself. 
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However, whilst you should always check this information on the 

Clickbank site, there are a couple of excellent external resources that 

you can use to research the product that you are considering promoting 

still further.

This is another thing that you should always do because the information 

that is made available from Clickbank does not necessarily tell the full 

story.
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External resources for analyzing Clickbank 
products still further…

CBTrends.com

CBTrends.com is not a site that is officially affiliated to Clickbank. 

However, because all of the information on the site is dedicated to 

analyzing product information from Clickbank more comprehensively 

than Clickbank themselves do, it is an excellent free resource that you 

can use to discover a good deal more about any product that you are 

thinking of promoting.

Of particular interest for research purposes are the three resource links 

listed on the homepage directly beneath the site title:

On the left, the link will take you to a list of all of the latest products 

that have been added to the Clickbank site most recently. 

By clicking on this link, you are taken to a page where you are shown a 

list of all of the new products that have been added to Clickbank in the 

last seven days by default:
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No matter when you look, there will be several hundred new products 

added over the previous week, and you could click on any of the 

‘Vendor ID’ names shown to see if there’s any more information 

available. 

However, because the information about new products is often fairly 

scant and because there is another site that will look at in a minute 

where there is far more relevant information about new products, we 

will move on.

Back on the home page, the next link of the triumvirate is the ‘Most 

requested’ link. Follow this to see this link appear on the net page. 

Click on it:

To see information about all of the products which have been most 
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frequently requested by Clickbank searchers over the previous two 

weeks:

Information about the most popularly searched product has been 

displayed almost 100 times more than information about the second 

product in this table, indicating that it is a product which many people 

want to know more about.

If you have a particular interest in any of the products on this page, 

click the red ‘Performance Trends’ link to the bottom right of the 

product details. This is the information that we are really interested, but 

generally speaking, I would not search for information of this nature 

from here.

Instead, I would go back to the home page click on the third link on the 
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far right for ‘Performance Tracking’. 

This information gives you a far clearer picture of exactly how the 

products that you are thinking of promoting have been performing over 

the last few weeks. Armed with this information, you have a far clearer 

picture of what is really happening with any product you are thinking of 

promoting, which often helps with your decision on whether a particular 

product is a good one to promote or not.

For example, this is the detailed information made available on the 

‘Performance Trends’ page for the FAPTurbo product that we were 

considering promoting earlier when looking at the Clickbank site:

This information might cause you to change your mind about promoting 
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this particular product. 

For example, the ‘Popularity’ chart at the top left indicates that the 

product is not gaining in popularity, whilst the ‘Gravity’ chart at top 

right indicates that less and less affiliates are promoting it.

The chart at the bottom left-hand corner clearly indicates that the 

product has been in decline in terms of popularity with customers as 

indicated by ‘Earnings per sale’ (although there has been a recent small 

bounce) whilst the number of sales generated by affiliates has recently 

increased. This is good, but the general picture of percentage sales 

through affiliates looks far less encouraging.

Taking all this information together, you might have second thoughts 

about promoting this product because whilst it is obviously still popular, 

it also appears as if its popularity might be waning.

Any time you are considering promoting a well-established product, you 

should always consult me relevant ‘Performance Trends’ charts on the 

CBTrends site. They give you a much better picture of the real 

performance of a product that has been around the market a while 

which is exactly what you need if you are considering promoting 

something that is already established.

However, if you are looking for some ‘under the radar’ help with finding 

new products that you should consider promoting, you need to be 

looking elsewhere.

CBEngine

CBEngine is another site that provides independent analysis of the 
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products being offered through Clickbank. 

However, whereas CBTrends is tremendous for analyzing the real 

performance story of well-established products, CBEngine is a far more 

useful tool if you are looking for new product and market movers and 

shakers than it is for products that have been around a while.

As far as the ‘New Products’ section of the site is concerned, this is a 

site area that you can access completely free without registration:

According to the latest information (see the next screenshot), there are 

208 new products listed on Clickbank. On this chart, what you should be 

looking for are new rights that are already starting to acquire some 

gravity. 

Products that are quickly acquiring gravity are often the ones that take 

off in a big way, particularly if they are in a popular market. Hence, look 

for products that are already starting to grab some gravity points 

(anything in double figures is worth looking at).
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Previous research has already highlighted the fact that the Forex 

market is extremely popular, a fact that is backed up by FAPTurbo (an 

automated Forex trading system) is still one of the highest gravity 

products on the Clickbank site.

Consequently, the product shown near the bottom of this screenshot 

which is in the same market would certainly be one worth considering 

promoting:

This would also be worth considering as people are always looking for 

new ways of making money from home:

And the ‘World of Warcraft’ is also incredibly popular as well:
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Next, I would review the products shown in the ‘CB Insider’ section of 

the site. 

According to the headline information about this section, there are six 

killer new products added to the site in the past week, together with 20 

that are ‘Underexposed & Climbing’ together with 10 more that are 

‘Underexposed & Gaining’:

You cannot access this section of the site as a completely free 

nonregistered member. However, as you can register for a free, fully 

featured 15 day trial simply by supplying an e-mail address and 

username, gaining access to this information is not particularly difficult.

After you get the trial sorted out – full Pro-membership of the site is 

only $39.95 for 365 days, so it’s great value even at that level – you 

can see all of the products that are on the move.

Look at the momentum stats for these products for example. For 

CBEngine, momentum is a predictive analysis tool that is based on 

current sales performance, so whilst these products may not have a 

great deal of gravity yet, they certainly seem set to become very 
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popular over the coming weeks:

This is extremely valuable information because getting in on a popular 

product at the beginning of its climb allows you to be one of the first to 

start pushing it. This ensures that you to have an edge on 95% of your 

potential competitors as by getting in early, you can start your 

marketing campaign early too.

Also, note that not all of these products are in obviously popular or 

especially competitive markets either. 

For example, whilst the first product shown is in a ‘how to make money 

on the net’ market (which is incredibly competitive), the second product 

is all about growing organic tomatoes whilst the fourth featured product 

focuses on how to improve your basketball handling skills.

Using this particular section of the CBEngine site can give you quite a 

few ideas that you might otherwise completely miss out on. 

This is tremendously valuable information because markets that you 

might otherwise miss out on are also markets that other affiliate 

marketers are probably not aware of. Thus, the competition is likely to 

be fairly light, which could present you with an opportunity where there 
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is money to be made but not too many other affiliates chasing after it.

If you are able to get into any new market sector early, this allows you 

to ‘seed’ the market with your marketing materials before anyone else 

does as well. This means that by the time everyone else jumps on the 

bandwagon, you have already captured a slice of the market, making it 

far harder for anyone else to displace you.

You will see this concept ‘in action’ in more detail later. However, for 

now, let’s quickly review where we have got to so far.

You now have a pretty clear idea of exactly what Clickbank is and what 

it does. You know how to get an account opened and how to search the 

site for products. When you find those products, you know what the 

information Clickbank gives you means and how to analyze these 

products to see whether they are likely to be good sellers using both 

Clickbank and a couple of excellent external resources.

At this point therefore, I would suggest that you are probably about half 

way to setting up a business that can realistically expect to generate 

massive profits from your involvement with Clickbank.

What you need to do now is throw two other additional elements into 

the melting pot because without these additional elements, your 

Clickbank-based business is never really going to get past square one.

Firstly, you have to build your business in the correct manner. 

If you don’t do so, you set yourself up for long-term affiliate marketing 

failure from the beginning.

Secondly, with your business properly established, you need to promote 
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that business in the most effective manner. You can have the most 

sophisticated product in the world sold from the attractive website ever 

seen and you’ll never make a single brass penny if people do not know 

where you are or what you have to offer.

Let’s deal with these two additional steps one after the other.
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The wrong way and the right way…

The bad and ugly…

As you have seen, when you want to promote a particular Clickbank 

product, you do so by using an encrypted hoplink that you create on the 

site.

As I suggested earlier, the encrypted links that Clickbank generate are 

pretty ugly. However, I would suggest that the way most affiliates use 

these hoplinks is even uglier still!

The basic concept of Clickbank product marketing is that armed with 

your unique affiliate link, you use that link to send targeted visitors to 

the original product sales letter hosted by Clickbank. If that sales letter 

does its job efficiently, it generates some sales and therefore you can 

expect commission checks to start arriving in the post.

This is all well and good because getting these checks in the post is the 

reason that you are promoting Clickbank products, right? Hence, if you 

send visitors to the sales letter and generate sales, that would appear 

to be your job done.

This is exactly the principle that most affiliate marketers follow and the 

way they run their business. They have a unique affiliate link 

(shortened or ‘naked’) which they use in promotional materials to send 

traffic to the product sales letter page. When this action generates a 

sale, they get paid a commission.

However, the critical point that they miss by doing this is that at this 

point, the story as far as that particular customer is concerned is 
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finished from their point of view. The customer has bought and they 

have received sales commission but now they have to find yet another 

prospect for that particular product, because that customer has just 

removed themselves from the affiliates personal business by making a 

purchase.

In other words, the inherent weakness in this way of running an affiliate 

marketing business that kills 95% of those businesses is the fact that it 

is a constant treadmill. Every time you successfully convert a prospect 

into a customer, that customer is gone forever and you have to replace 

them with a brand new prospect.

As a general observation, finding new prospects is probably the most 

expensive aspect of running an online business. Every new prospect 

that you attract has cost you something in terms of time or money, 

from which it follows that if your business is based on the concept of 

finding a continual stream of new prospects, you are always operating 

at maximum expense levels. 

As it is obviously a basic rule of business that profit equates to income 

minus expenses, this does not seem particularly sensible way of going 

about things.

There is also no continuity in this business model nor is there any 

possibility of increasing your affiliate marketing income unless you 

develop many, many affiliate product marketing campaigns.

Over time, this is undoubtedly something you should do. As soon as you 

have built a successful affiliate product marketing campaign and have 
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developed it to the point where it is generating an attractive income, 

you should move on to find another product to do the same again.

However, even by increasing your income by doing this, you’re missing 

a crucial point which is always going to make it considerably more 

difficult to achieve long-term success.

The good…

When you promote Clickbank products as suggested in the previous 

section, you are not building your business for long term. What you are 

in fact doing is building the business of the original product creator, 

because you have spent time and effort introducing a prospect to them 

who eventually became a customer. However, that individual became 

their customer, not yours, meaning that it is them who has the ability to 

sell additional products and services to that customer in the future.

Considered in these stark terms, the solution should be obvious.

You need to build a business system that turns every prospect you 

generate into your prospect, rather than a prospect for the original 

Clickbank product creator. Your system must then focus on turning that 

prospect when they become a customer into a valuable asset to your 

business before they become (or instead of them becoming) an asset to 

someone else’s operation.

What you therefore need is a webpage or site of your own to which you 

can send visitors before you send them to the original product sales 

page. On this page or site, your primary objective has to be to collect 

contact information from the visitor, giving you the ability to go back to 
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them in the future as often as you like with additional product 

suggestions and recommendations, reminders of the benefits or 

attractions of the original affiliate product that you are promoting (if 

they chose not to buy it in the first place), and so on.

This page on your site effectively acts as a ‘front door’ or ‘gateway’ to 

the product that you are promoting in your marketing and promotional 

activities. The objective of this doorway page is twofold.

First and foremost, your primary objective should be to collect contact 

information from every visitor that you send to this page. 

Although it may sound a little heretical to say this, collecting contact 

information in this way is even more important than generating affiliate 

product sales, although pushing for the sale is the second objective of 

this gateway page.

The reason is extremely simple.

If you send a visitor directly to the product creator sales letter and you 

generate a sale, you get a commission check and that is it, end of story. 

Add them to your mailing list however and you can mail them product 

suggestions and recommendations two or three times a week. As long 

as these recommendations are sufficiently well targeted, you will 

generate sales with almost every outgoing e-mail message you send.

Many experienced marketers suggest that every customer on a mailing 

list is on average worth one dollar per month to your business. 

Hence, once you have a thousand customers on your list, you can 

reasonably anticipate receiving a sum of approximately $1000 every 
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month simply by sending a constant stream of e-mail messages to 

these customers recommending products or services in which you know 

they will be interested because of their previous buying activity.

If on the other hand you are promoting an affiliate product to these 

same thousand individuals whilst they were still prospects, you can 

probably expect to earn a couple of hundred dollars just once.

In short, if you want to generate huge Clickbank profits, you have to 

build a business that can survive for the long-term whilst generating an 

ever increasing income stream. This can never happen if you send all 

the prospects that you create directly to the original product sales 

letter, so never, ever be tempted to do so.

Opening the front door…

Adding a suitable page to your site to collect information from visitors is 

relatively simple.

When you create targeted marketing materials, you do so on the basis 

that you focus those materials on the benefits that the product you are 

promoting offers, the kind of things that individuals in your target 

market need.

For example, if you are promoting a product that teaches people how to 

train their puppy dog, you would create marketing materials that focus 

on puppy dog training and the benefits of making sure that a puppy is 

trained properly. These marketing materials might be paid advertising, 

articles or videos – it does not really matter what kind of marketing 

materials you are talking about, the principle still holds. Your marketing 
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materials must send visitors to your site who have already seen the 

benefits of what you have to offer and want to know more.

Whilst collecting visitor information is critical, you are nevertheless still 

promoting a Clickbank product. Hence, you need to create a page on 

your site that tells them more about the benefits of that product. 

To do this, all you need is a relatively simple review page which 

provides the visitor with a seemingly objective overview of the product 

that you are promoting.

Some marketers use review pages of this nature to provide a review of 

one single product on which they are especially focused whilst others 

provide comparative reviews wherein they choose two or three different 

products in exactly the same market and compare one against the 

other.

I have seen both of these different options work extremely well in 

different markets, so I suspect that the particular review model that is 

likely to be most successful in your individual market might depend 

upon the market that you’re working in.

What I would therefore recommend from the beginning is that 

everything you do to build your business using reviews as your gateway 

should be rigorously tested at every step of the way. 

For example, when you create your review page, install Google 

Analytics on it to enable you to keep an eye on how many visitors you 

are generating, what they do on your site and the like.

Tie this information in with the number of people who are subscribing to 
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your mailing list plus the number of sales you are generating from this 

page, and you should have a very clear idea of how efficient and 

successful your system actually is. 

Armed with this information, you can make changes as necessary (use 

another excellent free Google tool, website optimizer to help you do 

this) so that you are in a position to constantly improve your efficiency 

and profitability.

Testing of this nature is absolutely essential, although it can be a little 

time consuming and perhaps even tedious at times. 

Nevertheless, if you don’t test, you will never know what is working and 

what is not, so you will never know where you are making and losing 

money. This in turn means that your business is never going to be as 

successful and profitable as it would be if you were only willing to spend 

a little time and effort testing.

Irrespective of whether you choose to review one product or three, the 

format of this review page is essentially the same.

In the interests of creating a review that appears to be reasonably 

objective and unbiased, you should first of all find two or three minor 

problems or quibbles that you have about the product. Balance these 

‘downsides’ against the positive aspects of the product (or products) in 

your reviews before recommending the product as your final conclusion.

It is also quite effective to create a scoring system where you analyze 

such aspects as ease of understanding, usability, flexibility and 

effectiveness. Resist the temptation to give the product a straight 10/10 
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for every factor, aiming for a final overall average score (across all 

categories) of around 8.5-9.0.

Incidentally, if you are promoting more than one product from this 

page, you should also resist the temptation to recommend the most 

expensive of the 2 or 3 products that you feature on the page. This 

looks like a clear sales pitch, so the best option in this scenario is to 

feature three products and to recommend the one with the middle 

price.

Now comes the business building bit, or at least the first step of it.

As part of your reviews, suggest that there is additional information 

available that anyone who is seriously considering investing their money 

in this product has to have that for some reason or another that you 

cannot include on this particular review page. 

You might for example suggest that there are some hidden secrets 

about the product without which anyone who buys it is going to find 

their effectiveness and ability to use it severely limited. Alternatively, 

you might suggest that there is additional information which you only 

want your own site visitors to get their hands on, it is that important. 

A third option would be to suggest that you have created a video series 

showing people the undisputed best way of using this product and that 

you will send them the first one or two videos in the series absolutely 

free if they tell you where to send this information.

However you do it, you have to ‘reel in’ your visitor with a promise of 

additional information that they can only get by private, personal e-mail 
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sent directly to their mailbox from you.

Be as creative as you like with this because the objective is to give your 

visitor little choice other than to subscribe to your mailing list to get the 

information that you (and only you) are able to offer.

Come up with a ‘hidden benefits’ message that is powerful enough to 

convince a significant percentage of your site visitors to subscribe to 

your mailing list to get the free gift on offer.

It will not, however, convince everyone. 

No matter, you are not finished yet.

Hopefully by the time your prospect has read to the end of your 

reviews, they have made the decision that buying the product (or one 

of the products) that you are recommending makes sense for them. 

Hence, they are just about to get their credit card out of their pocket 

book.

The chances are that they will buy the product you are recommending 

from your page (as they are already on it), especially if they are 

relatively inexperienced as far as buying affiliate products concerned.

However, more market savvy buyers will be aware that many affiliates 

offer bonuses to people who buy a product or service through their link. 

Thus, there is a chance that a potential customer of this nature may 

start trawling the net to see what bonuses or free offers are available 

from other affiliates pushing this product, meaning that you could lose 

the sale if they find something they like.

In order to prevent this, you have to present a bonus package of your 
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own. This has to be of sufficient perceived value to convince the visitor 

that you are making the best offer even if they are market savvy 

enough to start making comparisons. 

On the other hand, if they are not, your bonus offer is still likely to be 

good enough to convince the less experienced visitor that now is the 

right time to make the purchase.

A perfect bonus in this situation would be the ‘how to use the product 

for maximum profits’ video series highlighted earlier. You only gave out 

the first one or two ‘episodes’ as a free gift to subscribers, so there is 

plenty more information to be offered to convince someone to buy.

Alternatively, you might offer a software program or script that helps 

them to use the product more effectively or an e-book series that ‘fills 

in’ the knowledge gaps that the product itself does not fill (a fact which 

could have been highlighted as one of the weak points featured in your 

product review).

Again, try to think outside the box to come up with some ideas that 

other affiliate marketers who are also offering bonuses to anyone who 

buys from their link (and there will be quite a few of these) are not 

doing. Incidentally, to see what your competitors are offering, try 

running a search for ‘product name + bonus’ or bonuses as well as 

‘product name + reviews’ as illustrated here:
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When you offer this ‘mega-bonus’ to land the sale, make it absolutely, 

unequivocally clear that it is only available to people who buy using 

your affiliate link, which should of course be featured at the bottom of 

the review page.

Stress that in order to get this bonus, the customer has to send you a 

copy of their digital receipt by e-mail so that you can personally ensure 

that the ultra-valuable bonus is sent to them and arrives safely. 

In this way, you have just set up a second opportunity of grabbing their 

e-mail information!

But, it should not stop here. Using a review page in this way, you have 

two opportunities to build your business through building a mailing list, 

but you will in fact be building two different mailing lists.

The first list will be of prospect names, people who have subscribed for 

a free gift but have not put any money in your bank account by 

spending.

For these people, you should therefore continue to promote the original 

affiliate product which attracted them to business in the first place by e-
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mail.

On the other hand, when you are dealing with people who have bought 

the affiliate product through your link, you already know that this 

individual has already spent money. The fact that they have proved 

their ability and willingness to spend money means that they have 

greater value to your business than do the names on your prospect list.

Hence, the two lists should be completely separate. 

And in order to successfully and professionally manage these (hopefully 

ever expanding) lists, you must have an autoresponder system in place.

In simple terms, an autoresponder is a computer program that 

automatically handles your e-mail for you. 

However, because autoresponder systems have become infinitely more 

powerful and functional over the past few years, most online marketers 

accept that having an autoresponder system at the heart of their 

business is absolutely essential.

There are dozens of different autoresponder systems on the market but 

until you are in a position where you business has grown so big and 

profitable that you need your own web servers to run your online 

business, there are only two choices that you should really consider.

Both Aweber and GetResponse are monthly subscription services where 

your autoresponder is hosted outside of your own web server. Whilst 

both of them will therefore cost you money every month, that money 

will be returned to you several times over because of the increase in 

efficiency that using either of these services gifts to your business.

48

http://powerpaypro.com/likes/GR
http://powerpaypro.com/likes/AW


Consequently, whichever one of these two autoresponder systems you 

choose, I would strongly recommend that you do not move beyond 

them (you should certainly not be tempted to use a free autoresponder, 

because that will inevitably cause problems). 

Consider it to be a solid, sensible investment in your affiliate marketing 

business, rather than a cost or an expense.

With your review page in place collecting information from both 

prospects and affiliate product customers, backed up with a professional 

level autoresponder system that deals with all mailing requirements, 

you now have almost everything you need in place to start generating 

the huge Clickbank profits that you want.

One other thing that you must consider is what else to populate your 

site with apart from your product review page. The answer is, you must 

populate your site with content in the form of keyword targeted articles, 

video materials, news items about your business and the like.

Moreover, you should ensure that you add fresh content to your site on 

a regular basis, because it is fresh content, particularly unique content 

that cannot be found elsewhere that will keep visitors coming back to 

your site time and again. The more often you can attract someone to 

your site, the more likely it becomes that they will eventually do 

business with you if they have not already done so.

Hence, once your review page is ready to go, you should spend some 

time building up the rest of your site with content to support this review 

page. If all you have on your site on the other hand is this review, then 

49



almost every visitor who ever comes to your site will only do so once. 

People who visit your site only one time may decide to do business with 

you, but it is far less likely than it would be if you could draw them back 

two or three times every week.

The final but possibly most critical step of the process to start 

generating Clickbank profits is simple and relatively straightforward. 

Nevertheless, it does need some work and effort. 

You know that the way that your business is set up means that you 

have a great deal to offer to prospects and potential customers in your 

marketplace. Unfortunately, you are the only person who knows this, 

whereas the people from whom you can start generating income know 

absolutely nothing whatsoever about your business or activities.

It is therefore time to start telling them about what you are doing and 

what you had to offer. In short, it is time to start promoting your 

business.
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Getting in early…

In the screenshot that was highlighted towards the end of the previous 

chapter, you might have noted that a search for ‘fap turbo review’ 

produced 206,000 Google results:

These are individual web pages on thousands of sites which contain a 

reference to ‘fap turbo review’. This indicates that there are thousands 

of affiliate marketers who have already dived into this market and 

created individual pages on their site to promote this particular product.

As most experienced marketers would recommend that you should 

steer clear of markets where there are already more than 100,000 web 

pages indexed by Google for a particular search term, this market is 

probably way too competitive for your review pages to make a big 

splash already.

And did you also notice how many advertisers were shown on the 

results page and the way they are advertising?
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At the top left hand corner of the Google results page, there is the 

maximum three adverts shown, whilst there are eight on the right hand 

side of the page which is also a maximum. And many of these adverts 

are using the exact product name as the primary keyword around which 

they have been built, thereby ensuring that anyone who searches for 

the product by name will be presented with these adverts.

This is very smart affiliate product marketing. 

Anyone who is searching for a Clickbank product by name is 99.9% of 

the way to buying the product, because otherwise, why would they 

search by specific product name?

All they are doing is trawling round to see who is offering the best 

bonus package or the product review which best matches their own 

ready formed the opinion about the product (a review which agrees with 

them is most likely to convince them to buy).

Now, let’s go back to CBEngine to see how the search results page 

looks for the product that was listed at the top of the ‘6 killer products’ 

list. Search for ‘rich garbage man’ and this is what you see:

Only 698 pages indexed by Google for this particular keyword phrase, 

and only one advert which is the homepage of the product itself.
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Hence, by getting into this market early, you can now see where the 

opportunities lie.

For example, you could create a Google AdWords advert that uses ‘Rich 

garbage man’ in the title and body text of the advert. By doing so, you 

ensure that this particular phrase appears in bold when your advert is 

shown which in turn makes it clear that it is extremely relevant to 

anyone searching the information about this specific product.

If you get into this market early (i.e. now), using AdWords is going to 

be pretty cheap as well. Whilst there might not be a great number of 

people searching for information about this product as yet, anyone who 

does so is likely to take a look at your advert and therefore your review 

page.

Using AdWords in this way is a great way of testing the market for a 

particular product, a method of quickly and easily clarifying whether 

there is a genuine market for this particular product.

For example, say that you create an advert for this product today. If no 

one ever clicks on your advert because there is no-one searching for 

information about it, all that this experiment has cost is the time it took 

to create the advert. You only pay money when someone clicks on your 

advert, so if no one does, you spend nothing.

However, if people do start clicking on your advert, this automatically 

sends them to your review page. You already have a way of checking 

how many visitors come to your site. You can also analyze how many 

people subscribed to your mailing list (by reference to your 
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autoresponder) and how many sales you have generated (by checking 

your Clickbank stats).

Launch a quick AdWords advertising campaign of this nature and limit 

your total advertising spend to no more than $50. Indeed, you may 

even get enough data by spending only $25 or $30 (if costs per click 

are low enough) to get a clear idea of whether this particular Clickbank 

product is going to be as profitable as you hope it will be.

If not, you can drop it and move on to testing another product in 

exactly the same way. 

It is extremely important that you put yourself in a position to test the 

market in this way, and that you take the action necessary as a result 

of your testing. Do not be tempted to ‘cling’ to a product just because 

‘you know that one day it will come good’. If it doesn’t sell, drop it and 

move on.

Understand that no matter how much research and market analysis you 

do, it is still nevertheless a fact that even the top super affiliates do not 

expect more than two or perhaps three of every 10 Clickbank products 

that they choose to promote to be successful.

Thus, it pays you to filter the products that you are thinking of 

promoting as quickly as possible so that you waste as little time as 

necessary. By doing this, you can move on from products that are never 

going to make you any money to find those that will, which are 

obviously the products you make a major effort with.

If on the other hand the early results are encouraging, you can then 
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begin to start creating additional marketing materials in an effort to 

grab a top 10 search ‘slot’ in the natural, organic search results on the 

left-hand side of the page.

By doing so when competition levels are extremely low, you give 

yourself a very good chance of achieving top 10 rankings. 

Hence, as soon as it appears that you have found a winner, you should 

go all out to create a portfolio of marketing materials covering as many 

sources of potential targeted visitors as possible.

Some of the marketing materials that you might use in an effort to gain 

natural search results are likely to be relatively ‘slow burners’ whereas 

others are likely to achieve results considerably more quickly. 

Nevertheless, you should aim to create a marketing program that is as 

comprehensive as possible once you know that you have got a product 

that is likely to generate significant levels of income for you.

As an example, writing keyword rich articles that you submit a 

publication to major directory sites like EzineArticles, GoArticles and 

Search Warp falls into the relatively ‘slow burner’ category. 

Whilst these materials are unlikely to achieve a top 10 ranking in a 

competitive market especially quickly (although in market where there 

are less than 700 competing pages, even articles might grab a top-10 

spot pretty swiftly), they are likely to be featured by the article 

directories in question for many months or perhaps even a year or two.

Consequently, they are likely to drive a steady flow of visitors to your 

review pages rather than produce a sudden torrent of traffic that ebbs 
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away almost as quickly as it began.

If on the other hand you are looking for a quick way of getting some of 

your promotional materials featured near to the top of the Google 

search results page, there is no more effective way of doing so than 

creating videos that you publish on sites like YouTube and Google 

Video. Almost any search you run using Google will feature video 

materials very close to the top of the page, many of them from 

YouTube or Google Video for the not entirely unrelated reason that both 

of these sites are Google owned!

For example, if you were looking for information about BMX bike riding, 

this is what you would see:

At the top right of the page you have an indication that there are 32.7 

million pages indexed by Google for ‘BMX’ whilst the results in positions 

two and three in the top 10 are both YouTube videos!

Almost any search you run using Google will produce something similar. 

As Google is (so far) the only search engine that features video 

materials, creating keyword targeted video materials is a very effective 
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and extremely quick way of grabbing a top 10 slot. Furthermore, this is 

a tactic which almost couldn’t fail when there are less than 700 

competing results indexed by Google, none of which currently appears 

to be a video.

However, one note of caution about using video to promote your 

business is that despite the fact that Google feature videos on the 

results pages, they do not do so because of the content of your video. 

At the moment, Google have not (quite) perfected the technology for 

‘seeing’ what is happening in the action contained inside a video, relying 

instead on the written title, description and keywords tags that are 

uploaded with that video to discover what it is about sold that they 

know where to index this video.

In other words, you can make a video to promote your ‘rich garbage 

man’ review pages about almost anything as long as you ensure that 

when you upload that video to sites like YouTube, you include this 

product name keyword phrase in your title and description. 

Make sure that the video is above all else entertaining (with ‘rich 

garbage man’ as your subject matter, this should not be too difficult), 

and you will drive traffic to your review page from both the Google 

search results and from YouTube.

Incidentally, you can upload your video to more than 20 of the top 

video networking sites (including YouTube but not including Google 

Video) as an effective way of maximizing the chances of landing the top 

10 Google slot by using the free mass video uploader at TubeMogul.com 
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(HeySpread works well too, but it might cost a few dollars, whereas 

TubeMogul is free).

Amplify the effectiveness of these videos by submitting information 

about them to all of the major social bookmarking sites like Digg, 

StumbleUpon and Propellor. 

Again however, you are aiming for maximum effectiveness in return for 

a minimum amount of work here, so instead of submitting details on an 

individual, site by site basis, use the free mass social bookmarking 

submission service at OnlyWire.

With nothing more than a quick product name focused advertising 

campaign, a few videos and corresponding social bookmarking 

submissions, you should very quickly have a clear idea of whether a 

product that you believe is likely to a winner has the capability of 

satisfying your income requirements.

By creating your initial marketing campaign in this way, you can 

dominate the Google search page for the product name with both 

advertising materials and natural search results. 

If with this kind of dominance, you cannot generate a decent number of 

sales, then either the product is not as attractive as you believe it to be, 

or you need to finesse and improve your sales system (for example, 

remember the idea of trying different review page versions, as it might 

be this page that is losing sales).
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Conclusion

The first and perhaps most important thing to say about the idea of 

making huge Clickbank profit is that it is eminently possible to do so as 

long as you have a system or process set up to maximize the 

profitability of your business from the beginning.

As I hope you understand after reading this report, there is nothing 

particularly difficult or complex about setting up your business for long-

term success as a Clickbank affiliate.

Nevertheless, you must also understand from the beginning that taking 

a longer term view of affiliate marketing success will sometimes mean 

that a few sales and commission checks might be lost in the short term.

For instance, if you send visitors to your ‘front door’ review pages, you 

will build your business but at the same time, some of your visitors who 

might otherwise have been interested in buying the product you’re 

promoting will leave your site when they are not immediately presented 

with product details.

This is something you have to accept as the price you pay for building a 

business that is aiming to be a long-term success story. After all, this 

report is not about making a reasonable amount of Clickbank profit in 

the short term and being out of business in a couple of years.

Building huge Clickbank profits is something that takes time and focus 

and without building your business properly from the beginning, it is 

never realistically likely that you are ever going to see very much more 

than moderate profits (or more commonly, no profits whatsoever) from 
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your efforts.

This is both tragic and silly, because if you build your business correctly 

or if you decide to follow the normal affiliate marketing route of sending 

visitors directly to a product sales page, the amount of time and effort 

you have to put into your business is pretty much the same. 

Why would you therefore spend time and effort building something that 

is never going to generate a decent income when all that is needed is a 

shift in perception and focus?

Working with Clickbank can be one of the quickest and easiest ways of 

generating significant levels of online income – a monthly five figure 

sum is not at all unrealistic – but it is nevertheless absolutely essential 

to did things correctly if this is what you genuinely hope to achieve.

With the information in this guide, you have everything you need to 

step out on the road to Clickbank marketing success, starting today. 

Now you know what you need to do, it is time to start doing it.
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